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The purpose of this thesis is to present suggestions which may be 
used by the teacher as a supplement to the Scott, Foresman and Company 
second grade reading texts. Such exercises are for the purpose of 
challenging more the bright and gifted children, thereby making the 
educa tional exper i ence richer and more meaningful for them . The authors 
have tried to produce exerc ises commensurate with their age and with the 
level of their social development . 
They, being s econd grade teachers , using the Scott , Foresman Basic 
Readers, have based the activities on the revised Friends and Neighbors 
and More Friends and Neighbors . For each story a ser i es of extra ex-
periences has been devel oped . These include creative work in ~rriting 
stories , making up poems and art, a s ~.;rell as some exercises in the 
reading skills of the grade level . 
Since it is well known that gifted children disl ike routine work 
~u t often do not have the s kills mastered when they leave the primary 
grades , it ,.;ras deemed important to turn one section from each book 
entirely over to exercises involving skills . 
In today 1 s situation of increasing tendencies totvard crowded class -
rooms, the teacher is faced with the problem of properly attending to 
the individual needs and the individual differences of her pupils . Her 
class may be heterogeneous or fairly homogeneous in the abilities of 
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its members. l~ile in the former individual differences may be more 
pronounced, t hey still exist to some extent in the latter . In the case 
of the heterogeneous group the extremes in individual differences make 
it difficult to prepare enough material for each level within the group . 
Consequently, the bright and gifted are often neglected in that they 
are not given enough opportunity to meet challenging situations and 
are not properly motivated to work at the level of their intellectual 
capacity, but are rather confined to the mediocrity of the norm . 
In the case of homogeneous grouping of bright and gifted children, 
the teacher finds before her children who have the capacity to benefit 
from a variety of experiences at each level , who can achieve beyond 
their grade level and whose creative abilities need to be challenged 
frequently throughout the formal educational experience in order that 
f their minds might be trained to be used to their greatest potential . 
For only by recognizing the gifted early in life and providing them 
with educational opportunities comnensurate with their ability , can we 
expect them to have the vision and foresight necessary to become the 
leaders of tomorrow. 
The writers are aware that no set program can be used with all 
gifted a nd bright children so that any one of these suggestions might 
be expanded in other areas of the curriculum . 
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CHAPTER II 
PROVISIONS AND RESEARCH 
Before undertaking to present any materials or suggestions to be 
used by the teacher in meeting the needs of gifted children, it is 
necessary first to determine the nature and characteristics of such 
children. Just as the teacher must know who the gifted are in her 
class and must be able to identify their needs, the writers have had 
to consider such identification in order to determine the proper 
orientation of the materials and suggestions presented. 
Who is the gifted child? Kough and DeHaan!) list several charac-
teristics representative of gifted children that might be observed by 
the teacher in the regular classroom: 
al. Learns rapidly and easily. 
2. Uses a lot of common sense and practical knowledge. 
3. Reasons things out, thinks clearly, recognizes relation-
ships, comprehends meanings. 
4. Retains what he has read or heard without much rote drill. 
5. Knows about many things of \11hich other chil dren are unawar e. 
6 . Uses a large number of words easily and accurately. 
7 . Can read books one to two years advanced. 
8 . Performs difficult mental tasks. 
9. As ks many questions, wide range of interest. 
~/ Jack Kough and Robert DeHaan. Vol. I. Identifying Children Who Need 
Help . Ch icago: Science Research Associates, Inc., 1955, p. 14. 
10. Does academic work one to two years in advance of class. 
11. Is original, uses good but unusual method of ideas . 
12. Is alert, keenly observant, responds quickly. 
The more gifted the child, the higher number of these characteristics he 
will possess . 
The Educational Policies Commission ?:_/ states further that ''from 
the same stimuli \>Jhether arranged by the school with educational intent 
or merely existing in the environment, the gifted individual acquires 
deeper i nsights, broader understandings, keener appreciations, and 
more memories than the individual of average intellect . 11 It has also 
been suggested by Scheifele '}) that "as a group gifted children soon 
outgrow children 's literature and frequently turn to adult books and 
magazines . At the age of eight or nine, gifted children spend three 
times as many hours per week reading as their peers . At all ages t hey 
are avid readers. " 
Hav ing considered some of the characteristics of gifted children, 
let us turn our attention to some of their problems . As stated by 
4/ Connor - there are many problems that the gifted often face: · ~oredom, 
isolation, feeling of aloneness, sense of inferiority, negativism, high 
?:_/ Education of the Gifted, The Educational Policies Commission of the 
National Educa tion Association, Washington, D. C.: National Education 
Associat ion, 1950, p . 55 . 
'}./ Ma~ian Stheifele, The Gifted Ch ild in the Regular Classroom. Ne\v 
Yor k : Bureau of Public~tions, Teachers College, Columbia University, 
1953, pp . 7-8 . 
~/ Hilliam L. Connor, "The Education of Gifted and Talented Chil dren, 11 
Phi Delta I~ppan , 23 :7 2-76, October, 1940 . 
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pressure, meddlesomeness, chicanery, worry over good and evil, worry 
over social responsibilit i es, bafflement in social situations, baffle-
men t \vith ol der chil dren . n 
To further complicate matters many people feel that geniuses are 
mal adjusted and unhappy , and therefore force normalcy upon their 
children. This limits the hor i zons of a potentially gifted child and 
psych ic damage often results . On the other hand, gifted children 
should not be exploited or led to be self-centered. Accordi ng to 
Scheifele ~/ it is hardly to be desired that ;'the gifted d i splay a 
doc i le acceptance of unchallenging school work; show active rebellion 
against authority and \.;rork; or are conceited and smug and have an 
intolerance for ones less able . '' 
Now that we have an idea of the na t ure of gifted chi ldren and 
the i r abilities as well as some of their problems i.ve can turn to a 
consideration of their needs. One things stands out--the bright and 
g ifted have special abilities or intellectual capacities which may lie 
dormant if they are not exercised . If such individuals are to develop 
to their fullest potential, their i ntellectual capacities must be 
challenged. The educational experience must be made meaningful for 
such children . 6/ Cutts and Mosely - set forth the formula, " I.Q. X 
Motivation = Achievement . " One part is of no value without the other . 
~/ Sche_ifele, op . cit .• 
§_/ Norma E. Cutts and Nicholas Haseley , Teaching the Bright; and Gifted, 
Englm·mod Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1957. 
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Motivation is of key importance in meeting another need of the 
gifted--the need for the development of skills. It is not unusual 
for these children to lag behind others of lesser intellectual ability 
in this area because of a lack of proper motivation toward achievement 
in which might be considered non-intellectual subjects. This need 
has been noted by the Educational Policies Commission. Ll 
Both elementary and secondary schools should give 
more attention to the development of efficient work 
habits by their intellectually superior pupils •••• In 
addition, direct instruction in study skills--including 
the "higher" skills of organizing information and communi-
cating it clearly with an economy of effort--should become 
part of the curriculum for gifted children. 
Otto ~/ says of reading, 
The classroom teacher in the elementary schools has 
a definite obligation toward the gifted child in making 
sure that he has a sound knowledge of the fundamental 
skills and understandings in reading, handwriting, 
spelling and correct usage in written work. All too 
often the ease with which the child of superior ability 
learns to read, write, and spell influence the teacher 
to let him forge ahead on his own without checking to 
see that he is developing the necessary skills and under-
standings in proper sequence. Such unevaluated progress 
often leaves serious gaps that cause confusion and 
frustration at a higher level. Necessary precautions 
should be taken to prevent such gaps. 
In conjunction with intellectual needs and those concerning the 
development of skills, there are also social needs to be considered. 
Ll Educational Policies Commission, op. cit., p. 75. 
~/ Henry J. Otto, Curriculum Enrichment for Gifted Elementary School 
Children in Regular Classes, Austin: University of Texas, 1955, p. 30. 
Gifted children should, and need to be, treated like other children 
socially and emotionally as their greatest desire is to be accepted 
by t heir peers . Developing a gifted child, socially wel l-adjusted 
and emotiona·lly healthy , tvith special emphasis on his gifts, is the 
combined job of the home, t he school, and the community . 
Schools use three methods of adjusting the gifted child to h i s 
intellectual needs: (l) acceleration, (2) spec ial classes or isolation, 
(3) enrichment . The widely used practice of acceleration places the 
child physically and soc ially out of line with the group he is in 
al t hough he may be meeting his intellectual equals . This may lead 
to a later maladjustment . Segregation (or special classes for t he 
gifted) is challenging for the ch ild in an intellectual and social 
atmosphere . The size and wealth of a community are important in 
consider i ng this second type of arrangement. Enrichment of the 
regular classroom curriculum has been found to be the most practical 
and economical of these methods . According to Henry J . Otto,~/ 
Participation by gifted children in c lassroom 
management and all school activities helps to develop 
within themselves a desire to be of service to others 
and, in general, enhances their social devel opment . 
Gifted children in regular cl assrooms receive the 
same kind of education as other children and assume 
like responsibilities . They receive individual and 
group instruct ion ; they spend the t ime t hat is necessary 
for t he mastery of skills; they are held respons ible 
for individual and group t a sks; and they are exp ected 
to abide by the same soc ial standards as t heir class-
ma tes . Gifted children also take their turns and carry 
~I Ibid ., p . 18 . 
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their share of the burden of housekeeping duties and other 
menial tasks that are a part of normal school living. It 
is recognized, however, that gifted children are able to 
perform educational tasks much more easily and readily 
than their classmates and, therefore, have additional time 
during the school day that should be spent in other 
meaningful activit~es. 
Cutts and Moseley lO/ say of enrichment, 
Enrichment may be defined as the substitation of 
beneficial learning for needless repetition or harmful 
idleness. The qualifying adjectives are necessary be-
cause not everything that goes under the name of enrich-
ment is beneficial, much drill may be necessary, and 
not all idleness is harmful. 
The general objectives of an enrichment program are further listed as: ll/ I 
"1. Challenge the full use of abilities. 
2. Broaden the base of knowledge. 
3. Deepen understanding. 
4. Increase the level of skills. 
5. Develop a love of learning. 
6. Inculcate desirable methods of learning, thinking 
and sharing. 
7. Encourage initiative. 
8. Give play to creativity." 
These objectives need opportunity to be expressed in 121 "reading, use 
of the senses, experimentation, building, interviewing people, talking, 
10/ Cutts and Moseley, op. cit., p. 37. 
~/ Ibid., pp. 42-44. 




and in creation--the acme of the learning process. 11 
Scheifele 131 speaks of the enrichment program as implying: 
greater scope of activities, freedom to follow special 
interests, more opportunity to apply initiative and 
originality in developing a topic or project, experience 
in drawing conclusions and making generalizations and 
more opportunity for expression of talent •••• 
Differentiation of curriculum for the gifted lies not 
so much in the kind of experiences provided as in their 
variety, depth and advanced level. 
141' . . The Educational Policies Commission - ~nd~cates that, 11l1aking 
their own generalizations from first-hand experience and applying 
generalizations to new situations should also characterize enrichment 
activities for abler students," and that 11enrichment activities in-
volving creative expressions are especially appropriate for gifted 
children who are also encouraged to write original poems. r' 
Kough and DeHaan lS/ define enrichment concisely, "Enrichment is 
the process of tailor-fitting the curriculum to the needs, interests 
and abilities of the gifted pupil and of adding more variety and 
complexity to his assignments. 11 
13/ Scheifele, op. cit., p. 45. 
14/ Educational Policies Commission, op. cit., p. 58. 
15/ Kough and DeHaan, op. cit., p. 11. 
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Havighurst 16 / sets forth a "good program for gifted children--
A~s to develop a variety of talents. 
Has a systematic program for the discovery of a wide variety 
of talents. 
Seeks to motivate gifted children to make use of and to 
develop their talents. 
Makes use of a variety of community resources in the de-
velopment of talent, in addition to the schools. 
Uses effectively methods of teaching, curriculum materials, 
and administrative procedures in the schools." 
To be effective, classroom practices for gifted children 
need to be built upon the characteristics of gifted children 
in terms of their particular educational needs. Nor can the 
fact be forgotten that gifted children also have all of the 
developmental needs of all children. ~/ 
But the goal (in reading) with these (gifted) children 
from the beginning, is to develop their personal and 
permanent interest in the whole wide world of books •••• 
Reading is made a social experience--he shares the fruits 
of his reading with his classmates.l8/ 
16/ Robert J. Havighurst, Eugene Stivers, and Robert F. DeHaan, A Survey 
of the Education of Gifted Children. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, Number 83, November, 1955, p. 3. 
II 
!]_/ How to Educate the Gifted Child (A Collection of Practical Suggestions)!. 
Committee on Exceptional Children, New York: Metropolitan School Study 
Council, 1956, p. 11. 
18/ Theodore Hall, The Cleveland Story. Cleveland: World Publishing 
Company, 1956, p. 60. 
10 
These, then, have been the ideas that have shaped the character 
of the materials to be presented. The writers have chosen to use 
reading as the basis in that "opportunity for enrichment through 
reading and the study of literature are, for gifted students, almost 
limitless and highly desirable. 11 191 These materials have been 
presented as teacher aids in the realization that, "only a superior 
teacher can stimulate and guide the learning of a gifted student with 
optimum effectiveness. 11 ZO/ 
19/ Educational Policies Commission, op. cit., p. 58. 





TEACHI NG PROCEDURE 
The suggested activities presented in this thesis concern the 
creative abilities and accompanying skills , and are planned for use by 
the bright and gifted children in a second grade classroom . It has 
been £ound that many teachers, because of crowded classroom conditions 
often involving wide ranges of ind i vidual differences in abilities and 
needs of pupils , have not been able to supplement and enrich the 
curriculum in order to challenge this group sufficiently to achievements 
commensurate to the fullest potentialities of its members . All too 
often the creative ability and imagination of these gifted children 
are not developed at all or are allowed to remain dormant for so long 
that many of the contributions of these superior minds may be lost to 
society . With this in mind, the writers have made suggestions for 
creative work in story, poetry and art that give the individual child 
the opportunity to use his imagination with the hope that early and 
continued experiences in such abilities will arouse in these gifted 
pupils the desire and the drive to be creative in future life . 
The writers have also taken into consideration the fact that in 
conjunction with the gifted child ' s need for challenge in creative 
abilities there is also a need for challenge in the development of the 
skills by which these abilities may be built and in which they may seek 
expression . Quite frequently it is the case that the gifted child 
finds routine \vork boring and will not apply his efforts to the drill 
usually required for mastery of these skills. Often he proceeds from 
one grade to the next despite weaknesses in skills. Therefore, the 
vrriters have included many lessons involving skills in order that the 
pupil may apply what he has learned and the teacher may have a means 
of checking on the pupil's weaknesses. These lessons in skills appear 
frequently throughout the list of suggested activities for each of the 
stor i es in The New Friends and Neighbors and The New Nore Friends and 
Neighbors . In addition to these, there is provided at the end of the 
set of suggestions for each book, a set of lessons concerned .exclusively 
with ski lls. 
The teacher may employ any of several devices in placing these 
activities in the hands of the pupils . She may write them on a 
blackboard or on a bullet i n board chart; she may keep them in a card 
file available to the student; or, she may simply hand out work 
ass i gnr-nents to individuals. She may allm-1 the student a choice of a 
fe\v a ctivities or she may assign specific activities to the individual 
student in accordance with his needs. To aid in teacher evaluation of 
these needs it might be advisable to keep notebooks of completed student 
activities, especially those involving skills, thus affording the 
teacher a permanent record of progress for each gifted pupil. The 
results of creative activity might be gathered together in scrapbooks 
or made into individual books to serve this end, and at the same time 
may be enjoyed by all of the children in the class. These stories and 
poems may be read to the class and then placed on the library table for 
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rereading. In this way there is also provided recognition for effort 
as well as incentive to further effort. 
Since these activities have been designed for individual or small 
group workJ the v1riters have attempted to make the vocabulary of the 
directions and the directions themselves simple enough so that these 
children would be able to carry them out independently or with a 
minimum of assistance on the part of the teacher. However) individual 
correction would be beneficial to the child in developing facil i ty with 
words) spelling) and grammar. 
Since the writers are concerned with experiences in creativity) 
spelling at the beginning of such efforts should not be stressed to 
the extent that it interferes with the written expression of thought. 
Bright and gifted children should show rapid growth in spelling during 
the second grade when it is first formally taught . They ~vill have a 
desire to use words and expressions which are not included in the work 
of the grade level and it is felt thatJ as the year progresses they 
will become more proficient in this area through the application of 
the many rules of phonics which they learn. Therefore) the writers 
suggest that the children be urged from the very beginning to spell 
the words as best they can to be corrected later. Thus their creative 
impulses will not be inhibited by an overemphasis on the part of the 
teacher on mechanics . 
Hhen movie type pictures are called forJ these are to be made on 
wide strips of paperJ side by sideJ so that they may be roll ed through 
a frame to simulate movies. 
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Many of the suggestions include classifying, listing, writing 
poems and making outlines. In l•7riting outlines , it is suggested that 
the pupils use sentences at first , but they should gradually be taught 
to \vrite topics only, so that they \•7ill become acquainted vlith the 
correct form of an outline . 
Many of the ideas could very well be used for dramatization or 
for oral discussion if time permits. Also a smal l group coul d work 
together on poetry and plays . But, all directions for these ideas 
say 1 '~vrite n since the writers assume this would be the best use in 
a regular classroom where only a small part of the class would be 
doing this work. 
The words or numbers in parentheses throughout the study are for 
the teacher ' s use only, and should no t be put on t he form which is 
presented to the children. 
Library privileges or a library tab l e should be available . There 
are many suggestions for independent reading in which the students have 
the opportunity to make comparisons between characters and plots. One 
or more of the following books should be on hand f or the children to 
use when necessary: 
We Are Neighbors . Ginn & Co . , 1948 or 1953 . 
Down Our Way . Lyons & Carnahan, 1949 or 1954 . 
On Cherry Street , Ginn & Co . , 1948. 
Round About . Row, Peterson & Co . , 1948 . 
Up and Away . Houghton Mifflin Co . , 1949 . 
Around the Corner . Ginn & Co ., 1948 . 
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Friendly Village . Row, Peterson & Co., 1948 . 
On \ve Go. Houghton Mifflin Co ., 1949. 
Host of the ideas presented were used and were found to be very 
\vorth\vhile as written. However, the writers suggest that it is up to 
the individual teacher to use the activities that follow in any way it 
is deemed most valuable to her . 
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CHAPTER IV 
PRESENTATION OF MATERIALS 
Book I 
The New Friends and Neighbors 
UNIT I --OLD FRI ENDS 
The Funny Animal 
1. Think about what might have happened just bef'ore Dick says., "Hel l o, 
Tom" at the very beginning of' the story. Draw a series of p i ctures 
showing what you could see happening. 
2. Wr i te two or more sentences telling what Dick might be thinking as 
he is getting the balloon blown up. 
3. Write a short poem starting: Dick has a f'lying pig. 
4. Imagine what might have happened to the pig after the end of t he 
story. Draw a picture of' it. 
5. This is a riddle. You supply the answer. 
It is little. 
It is gray. 
It is not a toy. 
I t says mew. 
What is it ? 
Now you write a riddle about an animal and one about a toy. 
6 . Wr i te three sentences about your neighbor. Make me see him or her. 
What Will You Buy ? 
1. Fold l i ned paper in three columns. Head each column tolith the hints 
~ane gave; round and red; pretty; begins with~. List all t he 
things you can think of' to go in each column if you had been given 
those h ints by Jane. 
2. What would you buy if' you had some pennies'? l-l"rite three hints that 
you would give the boys and girls to see if they could guess what 
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it was. 
3. \vrite words that rhyme with red, pin, say, and call. 
4. Fold large drawing paper in three parts. Use each part for one of 
these compound words: milkman, cowboy, and farmyard. First, draw 
each part of the compound word and finally, the whole word, e.g., 
milk--man--milkman. 
S. Write another name for the story. 
Over I Go 
1. Draw a picture of a game you like to play very much. 
2 . Write a poem about playing games, using this first line if you wish: 
How the children love to play. 
3. Write three full sentences that tell about the story. (A summary.) 
4 . ~?rite a riddle about a game you 1 ike to play. 
Here Comes Father 
1. Show me how your daddy looks on a rainy day. Draw another picture 
showing how the rest of your family look on a rainy day. 
2. Look at the picture on Page 24. Compare it with the schoolyard on 
a rainy day. Then draw a picture of the children getting off the 
school bus on a rainy day. 
3. Write at least three things that make you happy; three that make 
you sad. 
4. What words do you think of when you think of a rainy day? Write them. 
s. Draw yourself on a rainy day. 
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I Think I l-lill 
1. Write a story about sharing toys with a friend. 
2. Write a poem telling how Dick felt when he came in the kitchen 
door and smelled the cooki es mother was making. Use this first 
line if you wish: The smells from the kitchen are just fine . 
3. Draw the five most important parts of the story in the correct orde r . 
Put a name under each. (Buying something, Meeting Dick, Seeing 
Mrs. Bl a ck, Meeting Big Bill, and Home, or let the child choose 
what he thinks are the five most important parts.) 
4. Why would you 1 i ke to 1 ive on Pleasant Street ? ~.Jrite about it. 
5. Find as many contractions in the story as you can . Write them. 
20 
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UNIT II --NEW FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 
Here, There, Anywhere 
1. Pretend you are playing train on your street. Write four names you 
could use for train stops. 
2. Fold 12 by 18 drawing paper in four parts. Draw yourself and three 
friends playing a favorite game. Show what you do f i rst, second, 
third, and fourth. Urite a sentence or two telling about each part. 
3. Hhat could you see Dick and Jim doing before the story started? 
Write telling what Dick and Jim might have said to each other. 
4. Write two other names for the story. 
5. Pretend you made a train out of something different. Write two or 
three sentences telling about it. Draw it. 
6. Cut pictures from magazines beginning with br, cr, dr, gr, fr, pr, 
and tr. Paste t hem in a scrapbook (to be made of 12 by 18 paper) 
and write a sentence under each one using the word in the picture. 
Mrs. Hill's Birthday 
1. Write one line that will tell what the first page is about. Read 
each page carefully and see if you can think of one line that will 
give the main idea of the page. Write it. 
2. Think about someone you like very much. Wha t would you like to give 
him or her for a present. Write about it. 
3. Why did the children decide on a puppy for Mrs. Hill ? How did they 
plan the surprise? Write a story about it. 
.------........ 
'\ 
4. Fold a lined paper in three columns. Head each column as follows: 
Hear; See; Hear and See. Write at least four words in each column. 
A New Game 
1. Write a series of letters to a friend using pictures for some of 
the words . Tell him or her where to look for something in your 
yard, room, or neighborhood. 
2. Think of places in the room where you could hide things. Draw four 
pictures and see if the other children can guess where to look. 
3. Read the story "Funny Pictures" in We Are Neighbors, Ginn & Co., 1948 . 
Write telling how Jack and Jean used pictures to fool their friends. 
4. List all the words or phrases that tell where in the story. 
5. Write a letter to a friend in your classroom. Give clues to tell 
who you are, but do not sign your name. 
How Joe Helped 
1. Write a list of all the people who helped in the story and one sentence 
about how each one helped. 
2. List the four most important things that happened in the story in 
the correct order (outline). 
3. Write a short story telling how the rain either made you change your 
plans or might have changed your plans. 
4. Write a poem about rain using this first line if you wish: The soft, 
gentle rain beats steadily down. 
5. \~rite a story telling what the children did with the balloons once 
they got to the party . Illustrate the story. 
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6. Draw a picture of yourself at your own birthday party. 
New Friends 
1. Pretend you are John all alone on a big train for the first time. 
List some words or phrases that would tell how you feel. 
2. Draw four pictures of John showing different things he might do on 
the long train ride. 
3. Finish this poem: On my way to grandma's in a big, big, choo-choo 
train. 
4. v1r i te a s tor~.' telling how you could get to your grandmother' s house 
by yourself. 
5. Write all the things you think of when you see or hear the word puff. 
6. Think about having Mrs . Hill for a grandmother. Hrite three or more 
reasons l-lhy it would be especially nice to have her for a grandmother. 
7. Write at least three words to describe each of the following parts 
of the story: 
1. John at the railroad station before he gets on the 
train . 
2. John on the train. 
3. John riding with his grandmother. 
4. John meeting the chi ldren. 
8 . What happened after the balloon broke ? Wri te a story of at least 
three sentences telling about it. 
A Funny Telephone 
1. Fold a lined paper in three columns. Head each column as follows: 
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City; Country; Both. Write at least five things in each column. 
2. Make a telephone in your room like the one Joe and Jack made. 
3. Write a letter t o a friend inviting him or her to play with you. 
Use pictures for some of the words. 
4. Draw a picture showing what the boys did when they got to Jim's house. 
S. Lesson in using sentence context to determine appropriate meanings. 
Read each of the numbered sentences. Does the word ties mean 
the same thing in each sentence ? Read the next sentence. Does the 
word ties have the same meaning that it has in sentence 1, sentence 2, 
sentence 3, or sentence 4? Put the correct number in front of it. 
Do the same for each of the other sentences. 
time. 
1. Jim is very little, but he ties his own shoes all the 
2. Did you know that railroad tracks are laid on wooden ties ? 
3. Hany boys do not like to wear ties. 
4. Al l three races were ties. 
The man was driving a truck loaded with ties. 
My father has a great many pretty ties. 
The boys \vere all dressed up, but none of them had on ties. 
When adding up the scores, t he children found that there were 
four ties. 
She ties a very neat package. 
Hy neighbor got a whole load of old ties to burn in the 
fireplace. 
Tom ties all of our wagons together to make a long train. 
After t wo games of baseball the boys saw that they had two ties. 
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John Uses His Head 
1. ~Jrite a story telling what you would do if you got one hundred pennies 
for your birthday. 
2. Draw some pictures showing v1hat Jim was thinking about as they rode 
to the park on the streetcar. 
3. ~vrite a poem called 11Fun in the Park." You may use this first line 
if you wish: A day in the park is fun for all. 
4. List the six most important things that happened in the story in the 
correct order. 
5. Think of some other things Jim could have done with his pennies. 
List them. 
6. Write at least three words to describe Jim at the beginning of the 
story, and three to describe him at the end of the story. 
The Good-by Party 
1. List some other kinds of surprise parties besides a good-by party. 
2. List at least five other animals you might imitate by making the 
sound the animal makes. You could play this game by imitating an 
animal in some other way than by the sound it makes . List five 
animals you could imitate and tell how you •·muld imitate them, e.g., 
rabbit-hop. 
3. Start on Page 55 and list all the things that surprised John during 
his visit to his grandmother's. List some of the things that might 
surprise John's friends from the city if they came out to the farm . 
4 . ~\trite a story telling how you would feel if you were on the way home 
after a long visit wi th your grandmother. 
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5 . Draw a picture of John on the way home. 
6. List all the words or phrases in the story that tell when. 
7. Draw a series of pictures leading to a surprise . 
8 . Hrite a story telling why you would like to live on Pleasant Street. 
9. Read 11Down Down the Mountain 11 by Ellis Credle. 'Hrite a story telling 
how these chil dren w·ere 1 ike the children on Pleasant Street . 
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ffi'HT III--ANINAL FRIENDS 
Long Tail 
1. Write a story telling how mother squirrel felt and what she did when 
she found one of her babies gone. 
2. Read 11Tabby and Her Kittens 11 in We Are Ne i ghbors, Ginn & Co . , 1948. 
Write a t least three sentences telling why Tabby's home was better 
for ki ttens t han Puff's was. 
3. t-lrite t he answers t o these questions from the story "Tabby and Her 
Kittens • 11 
Page 65 . How did Tabby feel about her kittens ? 
Page 66 . l>,T'nat did Tabby think she woul d do with her kittens ? 
Page 67. l.J'hat was it that Mother did not know ? 
Page 68. Hhat surprised Hother? 
Page 69. Uhat did Tabby f i nd out ? 
4. J;.Trite all the ways you can think of that baby kittens and baby 
squirrels would be alike; how they would be different. 
5. Write a story of at least three sentences about your pet or a pet 
you would like to have. Illustrate it. 
6. VJrite a riddle about an animal, but do not tell the sound it makes. 
7 . Answer the last question in the story 11Long Tail 11 by 'rriting a short 
story of your ovm. 
A Duck and His Quack 
1. Think about what might have happened if John Hill had had J. J . for a 
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pet instead of Jack and Joe. Hrite a story telling about J. J. 's 
life with John on the farm. Draw pictures to go with your story. 
2. Read the story "Toddle t he Turtle1i in We Are Neighbors, Ginn & Co., 
19£1-8 . Write telling how both stories are alike (the main point). 
3. Think about Jack and Joe and the duck. Write a story telling how 
they got the duck. 
4. How did you choose a name for your pet ? ~Trite about it. 
5. ~·lrite another ending to this story. 
6 . Write another name for this story. 
Pet Can Do It Better 
1. vJrite the main idea of each page. Five sentences (outline). 
2. Read "The Pet Goose " in Down Our Way, Lyons & Carnahan, 1954. \>Trite 
telling what you found out about mother animals in both of these 
stories. 
3 . Look up information on how eggs hatch and write about it. Illustrate. 
4. \-ir ite four words to describe Pet at the end of the story. 
5. Draw a picture showing Pet and her chickens on a sunny day in the 
barnyard. What might Pet be doing with the chickens ? 
6 . Cut out pictures from magazines starting with bl, cl, fl, gl, pl, and 
sl. Paste in a scrapbook (to be made with large drawing paper). 
Vlrite a sentence under the picture using the word. 
Billy Calf Runs Away 
1. Write three or more sentences telling hm.;r Billy Calf felt when he 
found himself in the middle of the road with cars coming on all sides. 
--'=-===-":' - - --
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2. Write three or more sentences telling how John and his sister felt 
when they came home from town and found Billy gone. 
3. Hhat would you do if you sa~-1 Billy Calf walking on the road ? Write 
about it. 
4. Read "Wobbly Grows Up ' ' in Down Our Way, Lyons & Carnahan, 1954. Write 
three or more sentences telling some ways in which baby calves are 
l ike little children. 
5. Draw the five parts of the story using the signs as a guide. Write 
one sentence about each part. 
6. Draw some signs you see every day and tell 'how they help you. 
7. The sentences below that are numbered tell some of the meanings of 
the word sign. Number each of the other sentences to show what the 
word sign means in each. 
1. A sign is put up to tell you where to go or what to do. 
2. When people write their name or initials on a paper, we 
say they sign it. 
3. When people want to tell something without using words, 
they use sign language. 
4. We call thi s + a plus sign; this - a minus sign; and t h is = 
an equal sign. 
5. A broadcasting station will sign off at the end of a program. 
I hope my father will sign my report card tonight. 
That sign has such small letters on it that I can hardl y 
read it. 
If you heard them sign off, you must have been up very late. 
What kind of sign will you use to do that problem? 
29 
Sometimes our teacher puts her f i nger on her lips as a sign 
that we must not talk. 
8 . Write one sentence using the word sign in each of these ways . 
Black Tim 
1. \?rite a story telling \vhat you would do with Black Tim if you had him 
for a pet. 
2. Hake believe you are one of the animals in the story. ~'lrite at least 
three sentences telling how you would feel if Black Tim had played 
these tricks on you. 
3. Write a poem about Black Tim. You may use this for a first line if 
you wish: Black Tim . was a playful pet. 
4. Read "Zeke, the Raccoon" and 11 The Baker's Truck" in He Are Neighbors, 
Ginn &. Co., 1948 . Tell how each of these animals was like Black Tim. 
5. List several animals that would be better for farm pets than city 
pets and tell why. 
Finding a Pet 
1. Write three sentences telling why father waited so long to get a pet 
for Honey . 
2.. Find pictures of animals that Honey tried to catch. Make a booklet . 
Under each picture write a l i ttle story telling \vhere Honey was when 
she s aw the animal and what she did . 
3. Fold a large sheet of drawing paper in four parts. In each part 
show something Honey probably did with the puppy father brought her. 
4. rlrite telling \vhy each animal Honey tried to catch was or was not 
30 
good for a pet (bluebird, robin, mouse, squirrel, rabbit, fish) . 
5. Think of some good names for the puppy from which Honey could make 
a choice. Write them. 
Who Can Fool a Goat? 
1. Write a story telling what happened after the girls fed their animals. 
2. Write a poem about Halloween. You may use this for a first line if 
you wish: On Halloween we like to dress funny. 
3. Draw a picture of yourself on Halloween. 
4. List the important things in the order in which they happened in the 
story. 
5. Wri te five words that tell how you feel on Halloween night. 
• 
6. Cut pictures from magazines with the ir sound. Make a sentence using 
each word. 
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UNIT IV--NE\~ STORYBOOK FRIENDS 
l~ho Is Calling? 
1. Make a movie type set of pictures showing the important things that 
happened in the story (six parts). Write one sentence under each 
picture. 
2. Write a poem about the catbird. You may use this for a first line 
if you wish: The catbird is a tricky one. 
3. Write the names of ten animals and the sound each makes. 
4. Cut out of magazines several pictures having the short i sound and 
several having the long i sound. Write a sentence for each. 
Catching Tails · 
1. Write all the sentences that tell why the different animals are 
catching their tails. 
2. Write three or more sentences telling why it might not be such a good 
idea to do something just because someone tells you to do it. 
3. Make a list of the different kinds of tails that are mentioned in the 
story. Add two more to the list describing different animal's tails. 
4. Have you ever. · done something and then wondered why you did it? Write 
about it. 
5. Sometimes words sound alike, but are spelled differently and have a 
different meaning. 
Tail means a part of an animal. 
Tale is another word for story. 
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~-Jrite three sentences for each word. 
6 . Read "About a Bee 11 in On Cherry Street (Book One), Ginn & Co., 1948 . 
Write telling how the little bee and the kitten in t his story were 
alike. 
Little Rooster and the Sun 
1. List the important events in the story in the correct order. 
2. Write a poem about the rooster. Use t his for a first line if you 
wish: Little Rooster was very proud. 
3. Read ' ;S tone Soup 11 in We Are Neighbors , Ginn & Co., 1948. ~-Jrite 
tel ling how the rooster and the traveller were alike. 
4 . List all the 'vords or phrases in the story that tell when. 
5. ra,·J a picture of the barnyard animals watching the rooster to see 
what a Honderful thing he is doing. 
6. Hr i te four or more words describing tittle Rooster at the beginning 
of the story; then four more to describe him at the end. 
7. The rooster did something very wonderful. Think about some wonderful 
things that other animals do. Write about the wonderful thing a 
hen does; a cow; a sheep; any other animals you can think of. 
A Honderful Name 
1. Look at the picture on Page 131. List the ways that a real rabbit 
mother such as you would see, would be different from the mother 
rabbit i n the p i cture. Do the same for the father rabbit, the 
grandfather rabbit, and the grandmother rabbit. I 
-====#===2=.==L=l=· s=t ten words or phrases from the story that tell 'vl~e  -~--~ ---
3. Choose two other names for the story. Write them. 
4 . In what '"ays are the animal mothers in the story 1 ike our mothers? 
List them. 
5. Think of some other names they might have called the baby rabbit. 
Write them. 
6. Write five reasons why this i s a make-believe story. 
7. Draw a picture of '"hat happened after the last sentence of the story. 
Little Bear and the Honey 
1. Write five words telling how Brown Bear feels in the picture on 
Page 138. 
2. Have you ever wanted something very much and when you got it, found 
that you didn't want it after all? Write about it. 
3. Think about the bees busily working in their hive . Write a story 
telling how they felt when Little Bear disturbed them by putting 
his nose in the hole. 
4. The \vords hole and whole sound alike. 
Hole means an opening in something. 
Whole means all of something. 
Write the following sentences and put the correct word in the blank 
space. 
1. There was a 
2. The 
-----
in his jacket . 
paper is poorly written. 
3. Have you read the book? 
-----
4. How did you make that in your mitten? 
5. John ' s father dug a large 
-----in the back yard. 
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6 . John mowed the 
----- lawn to help his father. 
7. 11-w halves make a 
-----· 
5. Fold a lined paper in two columns. Head one column 11Things you can 
smell, " and the other "Things that have no smell. " Write at least 
six things . in each column. 
6. Read "Spring Gardens " in On Cherry Street (Book One), Ginn & Co., 19Lt 8 . 
Write telling how that bear got the honey. Compare it to the way 
Li ttle Bear in this story got the honey. 
A Pie for Billy Goat 
1 . Write five or more words that describe Billy Goat. 
2. Have you ever known a child who was very selfish and then learned a 
lesson from something he did? Write about it. If you have never 
known a child like this, make up a story about one. 
3. If we were going to make a play out of this story, list the different 
characters we would have. 
4 . \-Jrite two other titles for this story. 
5. What might Billy Goat have been thinking as he went out the door? 
Tell us about it either wi t h a story or a picture. 
6. Write one sentence giving the main idea for each page. 
7. Write three or more reasons why the last picture in the story i s 
make-believe. 
The Candy Tree 
1. Make a list of the phrases that tell how something looks, e.g., big, 
soft nest. 
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2. Write a story of something you have had that was so good that you 
wanted it to last a long time. ~~ke up a story if this has never 
happened to you. 
3. Write a story telling what Bobby might have done every day for some 
time after the story ends. Tell how he felt. 
4. lvrite a poem about Bobby. Use this for a first 1 ine if you wish: 
Little Bobby Squirrel likes to eat. 
5. Read about the 11Grandfather Frog" in Round About (Book One), Row, 
Peterson & Co., 1948. Write telling how grandfather frog and 
grandfather squirrel were alike; how little frog and little squirrel 
were alike. 
6. If you could have a tree grow out of something that you liked very 
much, then you could have more of the same thing because more would 
grow on the tree. What would you choose? Draw a picture of the 
tree showing what you like so much growing on it. Name the tree. 
Bunny Rabbit's Home 
1. Write a story telling how the dog felt and what he was thinking as 
he wa s digging for the rabbit. 
2. Write two different titles for the story. 
3. What lesson did Bobby learn from his mother that children often learn 
from their mothers? Write about it. 
4. l-Jrite some ways this bunny is 1 ike you or any other child. 
5. Write a riddle about a rabbit. 
6. Write a poem about a rabbit. You may use this for a first line if 
you wish: Bunny Rabbits can move fast. 
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Little Bear's Wish 
1. Write a story about some work you wanted to put aside until another 
day. 
2. Little Bear picked a grassy spot in the woods to do nothing. What 
kind of place would you pick to spend a day doing nothing? Write 
about it, making me really see this place. 
3. Draw a picture of what you would choose if your parents said you 
could have anything you wanted for your birthday. 
4 . Can you think of a daydream Little Bear might have had as he lay 
under the tree? Write about it. 
5. Draw a picture of Little Bear doing the things he decided he wanted 
to do. 
6. Write a poem with the title, "I ~Vish. 11 
The Circus Parade 
1. Write three or more sentences telling why the circus was the best 
place for Baby Elephant. 
2. Think about the name of this story. Why was this story named, 11The 
Circus Parade ro instead of "Baby Elephant 1 s Adventures ? 11 t·Jrite about 
i t. 
3. Baby Elephant thought she never wanted to see or be in the circus 
again. Write about something you have wished you would never have 
to do again . If you have never felt that way, make up a story. 
4. Draw a picture of a circus parade. 
5. Write one sentence about each page, giving the main idea of the page. 
6 . Fold a lined paper into two columns. Head one column 11Circus Things " 
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and t he other column 11Not Circus Things. 11 \irite six or more words 
under each column. 
7. Write telling what would have happened if the story had ended after 
the elephant got to the mouse, or squi rrel, or horse, or bear. 
Mrs. Goose Has a Party 
1 . Write some invitations for Mrs . Goose. Write one to each of the 
animals she invited. Word each one differently. 
2. Write telling what happened a t 10:15, 1:00, almost 4:00, 4:00, 5 :00 
and 5 :10 . Tell what might have happened at 6:30 and 8 :00 at night . 
3 . List all the things Mrs. Goose did in the story. 
4 . List all the phrases from the story that tell when. 
5. I f you could be changed into any animal you chose, which one woul d 
you 1 ike to be and why? l-Jr ite a story about it. 
6. l~rite a story telling how the story would have ended if Mrs. Goose 
had not looked out of the window just when she did. 
7. Wr ite a poem about a party. You may use this first line if you 
wish: Any party is fun for all . 
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UNIT V--WORK ON PLEASANT STREET 
Zeke and His Saw 
1. Make movie type pictures of work in spring, summer, fall, and winter. 
2. Write a story of some work you have helped to do. Tell how you 
happened to help. 
3. Make a series of pictures showing all the tools and materials Zeke 
and Tommy need to build a fence. 
4. Outline the story. Write the important things that happened in the 
right order. 
5. Zeke and Tommy are building a garden fence. Draw three other kinds 
of fences. Name them. 
6. Write three ways in which Tommy could help after this story ended. 
7. Write a poem about tools, using this first line if you wish: The 
saw sang bzzzzzzz as it cut the wood. 
Bobby's New Friends 
1. Draw pictures showing some of the things you could invite a new 
neighbor to do. 
2. Write a story telling how the boys happened to be digging in Mr. Jolly's 
garden. What had happened before the story startedZ 
3. Write four or more words telling how Bobby was feeling at the beginning 
when he was watching the boys; how he felt at the end of the story. 
4. Think about some other reasons why the boys might have been digging. 
\Vrite about it. 
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S. Write two other titles for the story. 
6. Why do you think the boys wanted to keep the surprise in this story ? 
Write telling how they decided to have a surprise (in three or more 
sentences). 
The Big Surprise 
1. ~vr ite the main ideas in t he order in which they happened. 
2. Lis t all the phrases from the story that tell where. 
3. Write a story telling what happened after the people of the neigh-
borhood ate the potatoes. 
4. Write a story telling about Zeke and what kind of man he was. 
5 . If you were one of the children, can you think of a surprise you would 
like to get ready to have at the same time as the baked potatoes? 
What else could be cooked over the fire ? Write about it . 
6. Have you ever been near a pile of burning leaves? How did you feel? 
How did others look? What did you smell? What did you hear? Write 
about i t. 
7. Draw one or more pictures showing what might have happened right after 
the last sentence of the story. 
The Biggest Apple 
1. Make believe you are the biggest apple. Write a story telling how 
you feel in Billy's pocket and how you feel when the teacher finally 
takes you out of the pocket. 
2. vJrite a poem about Billy. Use this for a first l ine: Billy got t he 
biggest apple t hat fell out of the tree. 
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3. Fold a paper in four parts. Draw a picture showing the apple tree in 
each of the four seasons. Label each one. 
4. What other way could this story have ended? Write another ending. 
5. Write a one sentence summary of each page. 
6. Write a riddle about some kind of fruit. 
7. \<Trite three or more words to describe Billy at the top of Page 196; 
three or more to describe him at the end of the story. 
tiho Cleaned the Walk? 
1 . Make four columns on a piece of lined paper. Head each column with 
the name of a season. Under each heading write all the words you can 
think of that remind you of that season. 
2. Draw a picture of either of these: 
1. What you would see looking out of your front window on the 
morning after the first big snowfall. 
2. What I would see if I were standing on the sidet-Talk l ooking 
at a snowman in your front yard. 
3. Write a poem about snow. Use either of these first lines: The snow 
fell silently down, down, down; or, The deep, soft snow is' fun for 
playing. 
4 . Write another title for this story. 
5. Read "Jack Cleans the Halk11 in Up and Away, Houghton Mifflin Co., 1949 . 
Write telling the ways in which these stories are .alike. 
The Christmas Tree 
1. Write all the words or phrases from the story that tell when . 
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2. VJrite a poem about Christmas. Use this first line if you wish: 
Christmas is a happy time for all on Pleasant Street. 
3. Write all the words that you can think of t hat describe the people 
around the tree on Page 207 . 
4. Write about a Christmas surprise you helped to get ready. 
5. Write telling what happened on December 2l st;-December 22nd . (The 
story gives clues as to the date.) 
6. Draw the park in summer, fall , winter , and spring. 
Zeke Makes Gardens 
1. Write all the phrases fr om the story that describe something, e . g., 
one nice spring day. 
2. How many days does this story las t ? List all the things that happen 
on each day. 
3. Make believe you are the scarecrow. Write a story telling what you 
would be thinking about as you s tand in the garden frightening the 
birds away . 
4 . Draw the garden two weeks later; a month later; two months later. 
5. Draw two different kinds of gardens . 
6. Write a poem us ing this as a first line : A scarecrow in my garden 
helps to make it grow. 
Tommy 1 s Spring \l]ork 
1 . Write one sentence for each page, giving the main idea of the page. 
2. List all the phrases from the story that tell where . 
3. Write a poem starting: 
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The girls are playing all the day, 
They have such fun, you know. 
4. \ll'r i te two other names for the story. 
5. Write all the contractions you can find in the story and then the two 
words from which the contractions were made. 
6. Write the names of four or more things you can do in the spring that 
you can't do in the winter. 
I Won't Forget 
1. If the following sentence were written at the top of Page 223, \llhat 
would have happened? 
When the car stopped, Ann remembered that she hadn't taken 
care of the rabbit. But she went right on into the boat for her 
boat tide. 
Write your own ending for the story. 
2. Make a set of pictures showing what Ann did every day in the story. 
How many days does it tell about in the story? Hhat day must you 
start with? Put the name of the day above each picture. 
3. List all the words or phrases that have anything to do with time. 
4. Write a story telling about the boat ride. 
5. Suppose the pet were a cat, hen, bird, or dog. Write the kinds of 
foods you would have to give to each and other special ways you would 
have to care for that pet. 
6. Choose one of the following to write a story about: 
1. 
2. 
vfuat you do with your pet when you go away for overnight. 
What Ann might do with Bunny Boy if she went away for 
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overnight. 
The Big Shovel 
1. Compare the story "Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel" in We Are 
Neighbors, Ginn & Co.~ 1953~ to this story. 
2. What happens after the hole is dug? Draw a movie type set of pictures 
showing the steps in building a house. 
3. l.Jrite a story telling where the shovel might be going next. Tell 
about the building for which it is preparing (not a house). 
4. If you have ever seen a steam shovel at work~ you know how many people 
of different ages stand around watching it. Make believe you are a 
steam shovel. Write a story telling what you might be thinking as 
you see all those people gather around to watch you. 
5. Draw a picture of a house you like that could be built over the hole 
made by the steam shovel. Be sure to put in the yard and all the 
things you would have around it . 
6. In this unit we have read stories about the four seasons. Draw a 
picture to represent each month of each season. Label them. 
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UNIT VI--OLD STORYBOOK FRIENDS 
The Boy and His Goats 
1. I n the story find seven words that have a long " i 11 sound and ten 
with a short ni n sound. 
2 . Find five words that tell v1hen, five that tell where, and f i ve t hat 
t ell hov1 . 
3. From the story find five words that begin with an "r ll blend. \.Jrite 
t hem and then write a word that rhymes with each. 
4. Find three '"ords ending in "y " in the story. Write them with an 
11er n ending and put each into a sentence. 
5 . List the following events in the correct order: 
a . The bee tells the fox not to cry. 
b . Brother Rabbit t r ied t o get t he goats ou t of the cornfield. 
c. The scared goats galloped down the grassy hill to their home. 
d . The goats went into the cornfield while the boy slept. 
e. Brother Fox cries because he can't get the goats out of t he 
cornfield. 
f . A boy takes the goats up the hillside to eat grass. 
g. A little bee can do better than a boy or a rabbit or a fox . 
6. Write one or more sentences telling how the boy, the rabbit, and the 
fox are al ike. 
7. Answer these questions: 
a. vJhy was the little boy stupid ? (Sitting dmvn to cry will not 
help anyth i ng.) 
b. What should the rabbit have known? (That a little rabbit could 
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not ~righten big goats.) 
c. Rm11 did the ~ox show that he was conceited ? (By telling them 
that he would show them how to take care o~ the goats.) 
d. T.Vhat did the bee prove to the boy, the rabbit, and the ~ox ? (Tha t 
size does not always count. I~ you are determined to do something, 
and go ahead and try , you have a chance o~ succeeding.) 
Fooling the Cats 
1. Find twenty words in the story with added endings, write them, and 
then write the root word. 
2. Find ~our contractions in the story, write them, and then write the 
t\vo words ~rom which each was contracted. 
3. Find three words in the story that begin with an ' 's " blend. Write 
t hem and then write a word that rhymes with each. 
4. List the six most important things that happened in the story. 
5. Write a play ~or this story. Tell how many characters you would need, 
and what each one \vould say and do. 
6. Hake up a moral ~or this story. (Don't be ~ooled by looks.) 
How Nan Nade a Friend 
1. Find twenty words in the story that have a silent vowel making the 
other vowel in the l<mrd long. \Vrite the word and circle the silent 
vowel. 
2. From the story write ~ive words or phrases that make you see, hear, 
and smell. 




the two words from which each was contracted. 
4. Choose the best answer for each of these questions: 
a. l·lhy did the dogs and foxes once call each other Brother ? 
1. They were relatives • . 
2. They had to live under the same hardships. (x) 
3. They all lived together. 
b. \•1hy did each animal "V7ant the other to go out and find food ? 
1. They are both too cold and hungry to move. 
2. They are both afraid of what man may do to them. 
3. Each wants the other to do the hard work. (x) 
c. Why did the dog finally decide to go to man's house ? 
1. He wants to show the foxes how brave he is. 
2. He can't stand the cold and hunger any longer. (x) 
3. He wants to become a friend of man. 
d. Hhy did Man want the dog to hurry tvith the food and then go away? 
1. He hasn't learned that dogs can be a good friend to man. (x) 
2. He doesn't want to share his home with a dog. I 
3. He i s afraid the other dogs and the foxes will want to get 
some food from him, too. 
e. t.fny did dogs stop calling foxes Brother ? 
1. They became pets of man and lived better than foxes. 
2 . Foxes are enemies of man so when dogs became man's friend, 
they had to protect him against his enemy. (x) 
3. Dogs stopped liking foxes because they wouldn't go out and 
find food. 
5. Think about these quest ions. Then write the ans-.;ver s. 
=-~-~=c!f==-__;;...== 
6 . 
a. Do you think the dog was smart to offer to work for man for very 
little pay ? 
b . }fuich gained the most by this friendship , the man or the dog ? 
l•fuy ? 
c. From what we have r ea d about foxes , do you think they could be-
come good friends with man ? Why ? 
Which of these do you think is the best les son to be l earned from 
t h is story? 
a . Leave your old friends v1hen you see a chance to make things 
better for yourself. 
b. Always ,be willing to give something as well as to receive . 
c . Take care of yourself fir s t and let others take care of themse l ves. 
Johnny Cake 
1 . Find ten words in the story that have the short 11a 11 sound, and f i ve 
t hat have the long 11a n sound . 
2 . F ind f i ve phrases in the s tory that tell how. 
3 . Find five \vords that start with an 11s " blend, v1rite t hem, and bes ide 
each wr ite a t11ord that rhymes with it. 
4 . Choose the sentence t ha t tells t h e main idea on each page: 
a . Page 248 
1 . The ol d woman makes a cake . (x ) 
2 . The b oy sits down t o watch the cake. 
3. The old, old woman, the old manJ and the little boy live 
together. 
b. Page 249 
=-----
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1. The boy looks out the windm.;r. 
2 . The old woman and the old man chase the Johnny Cake. 
3. The Johnny Cake jumps out of the pot and rolls out of the 
door. (x) 
c. Page 250 
1. Johnny Cake thinks it is fun to roll away. 
2. Johnny Cake meets a big brovm bear. (x) 
3. The bear chases the Johnny Cake. 
d. Page 251 
1 . Johnny Cake meets a fox. 
2. The fox makes believe he i s asleep. 
3. The fox plays a sly trick on Johnny Cake. (x ) 
e . Page 252 
1. Johnny Cake does just as the fox tells him. 
2. Johnny Cake tells his story to the fox a third time. 
3. The fox is clever anough to get Johnny Cake near enough to 
him so he can eat him all up. (x) 
5. Think about a lesson this story teaches. \tJrite about it. (Do not 
do everything someone tells you to do. Think whether it is wise or 
not . ) 
6 . ~-Jrite the word Bear at the top of one column and the \vord Fox at the 
top of another column. List each of _the following words under the 
















The Wonderful Porridge Pot 
mean 
1. From the story find five words or phrases to put under the following 
column headings: when, where, and ho"Y7. 
2. Find four compound words in the story, write them, and beside each 
write the two separate words. 
3. If you could have something magic, what would it be? \.Jrite about it. 
4. List these events in the correct order. Number your paper from one 
to nine. Put the letters beside the number to show the correct order. 
a. The man looks in the window and sees the wonderful porridge pot . 
b. The man has to dig his way through porridge for many days. 
c. The little girl and her mother have a wonderful porridge pot 
that keeps them supplied with food . 
d. The little girl and her mother see porridge coming out of the 
man's house onto the street. 
e. The man steals the pot when the girl and the woman go out. 
f. The man never wants to see the porridge pot again . 
g. The girl and her mother know nmv to make the pot boil and how to 
make it stop boiling . 
h . The man knows how to make the pot boil, but he does not know how 
to make it stop. 
i. The woman stops the pot from boiling . 
(1-c; 2-g; 3-a; 4-e; 5-h; .6 -d; 7-i; 8-f; 9 -b.) 
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5. Write one sentence from the story that tells the most about the man. 
(Page 254--second sentence) 
6 . Write one sentence telling what lesson this story teaches. (We should 
not envy other people for what they have.) 
City House and Country Mouse 
1 . Find ten words in the story with a silent vowel v1hich does not make 
the other vo,-1el in the word long. ~.Jrite them . 
2. On tHo sides of a piece of drawing paper, draw a picture of how the 
indoors and outdoors would look to you if you ~vere a little mouse . 
3 . Hrite the alphabet and then wrHe two words for every letter. 
4 . Choose the sentence which you think gives the main idea of the story. 
a. The country mouse finds that fine food is not the most important 
thing in life. (x) 
b. The country mouse has a narrow escape . 
c. The city mouse shows off the wonders of the city . 
5. Write a play based on the story. List the characters . Tell what 
each would say. 
6 . Make believe you are the country mouse and that you have some babies . 
Write a story telling what you would do and say to your babies when 
they get big enough to \vant to have adventures away from home. 
Perhaps they ask to go for a visit to the city. 
The Silly Little Rabbit 
1 . Write a riddle about your favorite storybook character. 
2 . Compare the Silly Rabbi t and the Little Boy with the goats. 
Boston University 




3. Write as many words as you can out of the letters in the name of t he 
book, Friends and Neighbors . 
4 . Think about hmv people are sometimes like the rabbits and other 
animals in this story. 'olrite about it . (They get all excited over 
something one persons says without stopping to find out whether it 
is true or not.) 
5. Find out what the word "rumor " means . Write telling what lesson 
people could learn from the l ion. 
6 . Write about a rumor someone might start that could cause a lot of 
excitement and make people act the way the an imals acted . 
---
-- -
Skills; Interpreting the Hain Idea 
Recognizing Motives of Characters 
1. I nterpreting the main idea: Write a title for the story. 
2 . Recognizing motives of characters: Read the story. Find the answers 
to the questions at the end. 
One weekend the Cub Scouts had planned a camping trip. The Cub 
leader knew a fine spot in the country about thirty miles from their town. 
1 
i.Jhen they got there, the leader asked, "How is this for a place to 
camp, boys? '' 
"This is fine, 1' said Ted. "There are lots of shade trees here.' ' 
11And pure water , too, " added the Cub leader. nwe're all out for a 
good t ime in the fresh country air. Let's put up our tents and get some 
wood for the fireplace. Then we will be ready to cook dinner after we 
have had some fun. 11 
11Hhen can we go swirrnning ? 11 asked Jack. 
"After we have prepared the camp, 11 replied the leader. 11You will 
all be safe in the water because I had you go to the swirrnning pool and 
have lessons in water safety and swirrnning. " 
When the boys had had an hour of fun in the water, they were very 
hungry. They dressed and started the fire~ After they had eaten a good 
meal, they carefully put out the fire. They had studied the rules of safe 1 
camping at Cub meetings and knew they had to be careful not to let their 
fire spread into the woods. 
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When the week-end trip was over, they were very happy and excited 
over all the fun they had had and all the things their leader had taught 
them about nature and life in the woods. 
1. \-lhy had the Cub leader chosen this spot for camping ? 
2. ~my did the leader have the boys put up the tents and get wood for 
the fire first? 
3. Why did the leader have the boys go to the swimming pool for lessons ? 









Read the words at the beginning of each section. 
Think about the ways that they are alike. 
There are two correct endings for the sentence that begins with the 






is soft to touch. 
will keep water out. 
feathers 
is a protection for something. 
is very long. 
hands feet 
Everything here 
is used f or lifting things . 
needs to be washed often. 
should be covered in winter. 







has pretty pictures in it. 
a newspaper 
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can be used for learning new things. 
==========~====~========~======= 
can only be read by grown-up people. 







is a place for living. 
has many rooms in it. 
is built by people. 
an igloo 




is a sport enjoyed in winter. 
a barn 
skiing 
is done by putting something on your feet. 
will make you grow fat. 




is necessary to keep animals alive. 
will make you very cold. 
helps bab i es grow into adults. 
makes us more comfortable. 
shelter 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
7. a desk 
Everything here 




needs to be sharpened often. I 
is found in a schoolroom. 
will help some child with his school work. 
has four legs. 
8 . boots mittens scarf 
Everything here 
can be put on and taken off. 
will be put away in the summer. 
is owned by all children. 
will be found in all countries of the world. II I 
------------------------------------------------------------------~----
. e 
Skills: Interpreting the ~~in Idea 
Interpreting Ideas Implied but not Directly Stated 
1. Interpreting the main idea: Write a name for each story. 
2. Interpreting ideas implied but not directly stated: Read the story 
and draw a line under the ending that you think would be the best. 
One day Judy and Tom were walking to school. When they came to Mr. 
Smith's house, they took a short cut through his yard. They got to school 
before the other children. 
When Miss Gray, the teacher, saw them, she asked them how they 
happened to be at school so early • 
They told her about the short cut and how much time it had saved 
them. 
Miss Gray said, "I think you should stay on the sidewalk all the 
way to school because 
I want you to be late. 
I do not think you should cross through anybody's yard. 
All the children should get here at the same time. 
The safety patrol boy at the corner saw Alice and Helen coming to 
school. Alice was hopping from curb to the side of the street, back and 
forth, back and forth. Helen was playing, too, and she gave Alice a 
playful push as she hopped. Alice fell on the side of the stree~, but 
jumped up quickly. 
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The patrol boy went · over to them and said, "Please walk along the 
sidewalk without playing. If you keep on that way, you may 
tl 
be late for school. 
lose your lunch money. 
get hurt by an automobile. 
One day Alice 1's pet kitten, Tiger, started to follow her to school. 
She did not notice it until she was almost at school. ~Jhen she did see 
it, she tried to send it back home. But, of course, it would not go. 
Finally, she had to take it all the way back. 
She was afraid she '11ould be late for school, but she did not want 
to let her kitten stay so far away from the house all day. 
Hhen she got home with the kitten, - she said to her mother , "Please 
keep Tiger in the house because ll 
I want her to visit school. 
I want to give her to a friend. 
I am afraid she will get hurt. 
.I 
I 
On a fine summer day, Tom, Jerry, and Bill went fish i ng. The fishing 
~11as good and they all caught several fish. They brought lunch with them 
so they could make a day of it. 
As the sun began to go down, they seemed to get more bites than ever 
and they hated to leave. Finally, Tom noticed how dark it was getting. 
He said to his friends, nr am sorry, but I will have to go home 
now because n 
-----------------------------------------· 
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I do not want to worry my mother. 
I think I have enough fish now. 
I do not like fishing . 
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Skill: Comprehending and Interpreting Sentence Meaning 
Read the sentence. Put a check mark under Yes if it is true, or under 
No if it is not true. I f you put the mark under ~ give a reason. 
1. All people live in houses. 
2. Some dogs like to chase rabbits. 
3. Firemen are community helpers. 
4. All men are tall people. 
5. The king is the head of a country. 
6 . A sea is an ocean. 
7. Fairies have been seen dancing in the woods. 
8 . Storybook people talk to us. 
9 . Everybody l ikes to read exciting stories. 
10. Chil dren play many games together. 
11. Boys and girls grow to be men and women. 
12. Men always work harder than v7omen. 
13 . Kittens change their shape as they grow larger . 





Skills: Interpreting the Main Idea 
Recognizing Emotional Reactions 
1. Interpreting the main idea: Give a title for each of the following 
stories. 
2 . Recognizing emotional reactions: Choose three of the follow i ng tvords I 
to fill in the blanks at the end of each story. 
- I 
tired sorry excited afraid sad 
silly happy frightened a ccepted angry 
proud sod pleasant merry gray 
t hr i lled unhappy 
The weatherman had been talking about snow for days and days, but 
t h e children just watched and waited. No snow came. 
Then, one day, Hary looked out the tvindow . There were large, 
fea thery flakes of snow coming down thick and fast. The children rushed 
to the window to watch the first snowfall. 
110n, ~'lather ! '1 they cried. ·11Look, look! At last we have what we 1 ve 
been waiting for. 11 
The children were 
The chil dren were 
The children were 
Once a family of monkeys was playing in the jungle. They were having 
so much fun swinging from branch to branch. They played nTag 11 and 11Hide 
and Seek11 much the same as l i ttle children play these games. Their mother 
was \\Tatch i ng them and reminding them to be careful not to get hurt. 
All at once one of' the littlest monkeys saw something he had never 
seen before. He peered into a box-like thing and wondered what it could 
be. Then he saw something hanging down. He put up one little paw and 
pulled it. 
Suddenly, he felt something hit him and push him forward. Then there 
was a clicking noise. The little monkey found himself' penned in on all 
sides. He tried and tried to find a way out, but there was none f'or this 
was a trap he had walked into. 
The poor little monkey was 
The poor little monkey v1as 
The poor little monkey was 
Joe had been away on a vacat i on. He had visited his grandmother and 
grandfather in the country. He had such f'un riding on the tractor with 
grandfather, helping grandmother take care of' the hens, and doing many 
things he had never done before. 
Hhen it was time to go home he could not wait to get over to his 
friend Jim's house, to tell him about all the exciting things he had done. 
But when he got there, he found that Jim was sick with the measles 
and he wouldn't be able to see him f'or several days. 
Joe felt very 
Joe felt very 
Joe felt very 
when he found that his friend was sick. 
-----
_______ when he found that his friend was sick. 
------ \vhen he found that his friend was sick. 
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Book II 
The New More Friends and Neighbors 
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ill~IT I--OAK HILL NEIGHBORS 
A Horse for Bobby 
1 . Write f i ve or more words that tell how Bobby feels at the end of the 
story . 
2. Write a story telling where Bobby might be imagining he is going on 
h i s horse . 
3. Hrite a poem about playing a game using as a first line if you wish: 
Playing make-believe is such fun . 
4. Find f i ve contractions in the story. Write them and beside each 
write the two words from which they were contracted. 
5. Write a riddle having as its answer the surprise at the end of this 
story. 
6. On two sides of drawing paper draw two different games the children 
could have played using Bobby 1 s horse. 
Patty Helps Herself 
1 . Write at least four words that tell what kind of a boy Peter is. 
2. Draw a picture of yourself skating. 
3. Imagine that you are Patty . Write about something you might make 
plans to do after you learn to skate well . 
4. List all the words or phrases in the story that tell when. 
5 . Find five compound words i n the story. ·Hrite them and beside each 
write the two separate words. 
6 . VJrite a one sentence summary of each page. 





as you can. 
Fun on the Ice 
1. List some reasons why Patty is glad she has learned to skate well. 
2. The pet calf is named Spot. Think of stories we have read in Friends 
and Neighbors, Scott) Foresman & Co., 1952. Write the names of all 
the pets you can remember. 
3. Write a story telling how the calf might have been taken off the ice 
i f the chi ldren couldn ' t get him off, or if the children weren't 
there. 
4. \~rite a story pretending you v7ere the calf and what you were thinking 
I 
before you stepped onto the ice. 
5. Dra>v a picture pretending that farm animals could ice s kate. 
6 . Write a poem about ice skating using as a first line if you wish: 
Slipping and .sliding all over the ice . 
Fun in t he Snow 
1. On a large piece of drawing paper draw a picture of Oak Hill. Make 
some cutouts of the children and paste them on the picture to show 
the part of the story you liked best. 
2 . Think about the old pan and \vhere it might have come from. Hrite a 
story telling how it happened to come to Oak Hill. 
3., On two sides of paper draw two different things you do in the snow 
and wr ite a short story about the one you enjoy most. 
4 . Find at least four long ne 11 and four short 11 e 11 words in the story and 
1 ist them. 
5. List at least ten words or phras es that describe winter. 
A Big Surpr ise 
1 . Hrite the important things that happened in the story in the correct 
order. 
2. \\ir ite a poem about a surprise using as a first 1 ine if you \vish: 
This is the day for a big surprise . 
3 . In a scrapbook make a list of all the days that we celebrate and 
dra\oJ a picture to go with each one. 
4 . List all the words that you think of when you look at the picture on 
Page 29. 
5 . Hrite a story about something funny a younger person you know did. 
6 . Draw a picture showing what you like best about Valentine's Day . 
7 . Write plans for a Valentine party . List the things in the correct 
order that you would have to do to get ready for a party. 
Bobby's New Shoes 
1. Hrite another ending for this story telling what would have happened 
i f Bobby had not met the policeman. 
2 . Hrite all the \vords or phrases you can think of that would tell how 
Mrs. Uells felt when she couldn't find Bobby in the shoe store. 
3. Write a story telling what Mrs. \Jells could have done if the pol iceman 
hadn't come with Bobby just then. 
4 . List all the words or phrases from the story that tell when. 
5. Find at least five long "i 1' and five short "i" words in the story and 
vJrite them . 
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6 . Draw yourself getting new shoes. 
7. Write all the \vords you can think of to describe new shoes. 
8 . Find five compound words in the story, write them, and beside each 
write the two separate words . 
Which Circus ? 
1 . List all the ways John might have gotten the money he had saved for 
the circus . Write a story telling about one of the ways . 
2. Draw a picture of the circus parade John saw. Paste it on cardboard 
and cut it out to make a jigsaw puzzle for the other children to enjoy. 
3. Write another ending for the story starting on Page 38 if that last 
l i ne had read: But John did not follow Peter and Bill . 
4 . Li s t all the things John missed by going to the little circus . 
5 . Find ten words in the story with added endings , write them and beside 
each write the root word . 
6 . Write a poem about a circus . 
~.Jag s 
l. llrite the l e tter that came fr om Molly ' s uncle and then write the 
letter that went back to him . 
2. Hhen }lolly moved to Oak Street, she could have a pet. List some of 
the other things that would be different for her on Oak Street than 
they \vere in the apartment house where she had 1 ived before . 
3 . Lis t the names of the children that might be her friends after she 
has lived on Oak Street for a while . 




Neighbors, Scott, Foresman & Co., 1952? Write about it. (Someone 
moves into a new neighborhood.) 
Write a story telling how you got the name for your pet. 
Write two or more names that a big dog like Wags might have been named. 
7. Read "A Dog By Express" in We Are Neighbors , Ginn & Co., 1948. In one 
sentence write how both stories are alike. 
A Trick For Wags 
1. Think of another story 've have read where someone might have felt the 
same way Wags feels on the roller skates. \·Trite the name of the story 
and one sentence telling how they are alike. ( 11Fun on the Ice, " 
"Patty Helps Herself . ") 
2. Have you ever seen a dog doing other kinds of tricks? Draw three 
pictures showing some other tricks Molly might teach \vags . 
3. Make believe you are ~~ags. \-Trite a story telling what you are think-
ing as the children are trying to get you to roller skate. 
4. lvrite a story telling ho\v you taught your pet a trick. 
5. Write a poem about an animal doing a trick. Use this as a first line 
if you wish: My smart little dog can do a trick. 
6. Write three sentences telling all about the story. 
1 7. If library privileges are available, go to the library and find books 
on training dogs and other dog stories. Read and report to the class. 
(If this is not practical, the teacher could have available any of 
I 
the following books for reference: Hagner, Dorothy. Dog Family. 
Oxford, 1954; Foster, Polly. My Puppy . Nelmont, 1956; Pashko , Stanley . 




Dogs. ivatts, 1949.) 
Tom's Wish 
1. Wri te the letter that Tom 's father might have received from Uncle 
Bill inviting Tom to stay ~11ith Aunt Sally. 
2. In five short sentences write the main parts of the story in order. 
3. Write a letter that Tom might have ,.,ritten to Peter while he was 
staying wi,th Aunt Sally. 
4. Read 11Farmer Tomn in Around the Corner, Ginn & Co., 1948. Make 
believe Tom \Hnters, the farm boy, and Tom Mulligan, the city boy, 
write letters to each other after t heir visits. Have each boy tell 
the other why he enjoyed his visit. 
5. Find four words in the story for each of the vowel "a 11 sounds (1 ong a, 
short a, ar, al-aw). 
6 . Wri te a poem about wishing. 
7. If you coul d eat anything you wanted, what would it be ? Draw t he 
store that would sell it. 
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UNIT Il- -AN1Nii.L FRIENDS 
A Trick on Sandy 
l. Dra\•7 a movie set of pictures showing the important parts of the story. 
\.Jr i te one sentence describing each picture. 
2. \·Jrite seven words or phrases from the story that tell Hhen. 
3. £-'lake up a story telling hoH Jim and Sandy happened to come to Oak 
Tree Farm. 
t:~. \.Jrite about an accident your pet or one you knov1 might have had . Tell 
how you helped. 
5. \Jrite the names of at least five farm animals, the sounds they make, 
and how they help on the farm. 
Friends for a Farmer 
1. Write a poem using as a first l ine: We will make a detour around 
the Bobwhite 's nest. 
2 . Find out how long a time it was from the time Tom first heard the 
Bobwhite calling to the time the Bobwhite family w·ere eating the bugs 
in the field. (There are clues i n the story--two weeks .) 
3 . Hrite another ending for the story start ing on ].>age 68. Bill said, 
11Le t 1 s go over to the far side of the field so tve do not frighten the 
Bobtvhite. 11 Tell >vhat happened to the nest, how Jim felt, and how the 
children felt . 
4 . Hrite another name for this story. 
5 . Write a short story telling of another way you coul d use a detour sign--
1 
draw it. · 
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6 . List as many birds as you can recognize and draw each one. 
Sleepy Sam· 
1. Hake bel i eve you are Sleepy Sam. l~r ite telling how you feel when 
Father is getting you ready to give the girls a ride, and v1hy you 
feel that way . 
2 . Think of another way Sam might have played a joke on the girls. What 
might have happened i f t he girls got off Sam and went i nto the store? 
How might the g i rls have gone home? Hrite a story about it . 
3 . Hake up an exc iting exper i ence the girls might have had going through 
t he woods to Uncle Dick 's store. 
4. List the 'vords and phrases in the story that tell what kind, e . g., 
one cool spot. 
5 . Find at least five long "o 11 and five short no 11 'vords in the story. 
t.,Jrite them. 
6 . \.Jrite a story telling what the g i rls migh t have done once they got 
home without the ice cream. 
7. Draw a p icture pretend i ng t hey had gone into Uncle Dick's store. 
8 . Read Pages 20 -44 in Friendly Village, Row Peterson, 1948, and write 
a comparison of Sam and Dolly. 
Stop and Go 
1 . Hrite a story telling what the children did in the story 11Sleepy Sam11 
tha t was like something the children did in t his story. 
2 . David has his father 1 s pony cart. 'VJrite about something you have that 
your father had v7hen he was a boy. 
=====IF========-=-==,.-::oo--~- -- ---
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3. Hav~ you ever read a story about anything else magic besides magic 
words? Hrite telling what that magic thing could do. (Hand .) 
4. ~\Trite all the 'tvords or phrases from the story that tell where. 
5. ~-lrite telling what you would do if you and a friend were playing a 
game and your friend was stubborn like Trot. 
6. Write some other words that might be magic and tell why it is good to 
use them. 
The Kitten That ~-Jorked 
1. Write a short story about a dog that worked for a living and something 
he might do. 
2 . Frite a story about the trip Ann and her family went on. 
3 . Hr ite a poem about Penny working, using as the first two l ines: 
Penny tvill work without any pay 
To make babies like Jill laugh and play. 
4. List seven or more words to describe a kitten. Draw one. 
s. Find ten words in the story that have added endings. lilrite them, and 
then write the root word. Write another word using the same root word . 
6 . Make three columns on a piece of lined paper. Use these headings: 
see, hear, taste. List as many things as you can find in the story 
for each column. 
Home Wanted 
1. v1rite a story telling what Hr . and Mrs . Wren might be saying to each 
other when they see the can beside the mailbox on Page 88 , and tell l ·why they did not move into it . 
73 
How Skip Found Joe 
1. Read the story of another smart dog, Casey, in "Casey Joins the 
Circus,li Around the Corner, Ginn & Go., 1948. \,lrite telling which 
dog you think was the smarter and 'tvhy you think so. 
2 . \-lrite at least four words or phrases to tell how Skip felt in each 
part of the story: in the barnyard, without Joe, on the way home . 
3. Find at least five long "o" and five short "o 11 words in this story. 
Group the words together that depend on a final 11e" for the long 
sound. Group the words together that have two vowels together mak i ng 
t he 11 0 11 have its long sound. Group the short 11o" words together. 
11 4. Do you remember? Write the answers. 
(a) What is the name of Joe Day's sister? (Jill) 
(b) What is Tom 's last name? (Hinters) 
(c) What are the names of his sister and brother? (Nancy and 
Jack) 
(d) Where do they live? (Oak Hill Farm) 
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(e) Hhat dog 1 ives with them? (Sandy) 
(f) Hho owns him ? (Jim) 
(g) VJhich children have an Uncle Peter? (The Hinters chil dren) 
(h) vlho has a little girl named Patty ? (Mr. Little) 
(i) V.fuat is the name of the very little boy who is a neighbor 
of Patty? (Bobby Wells) 
(j) ~fuat are the names of this little boy's brother and sister? 
(Peter and Ann) 
The Squirrel's Policeman 
1. Suppose Tiny was hit by the car. Write another ending for the story 
tell i ng what Bill might have done for Tiny and what he said to Nrs. 
Squirrel. 
2 . Write sentences showing two different meanings of the word hide, and 
two mean i ngs of the word drop. 
3 . Read 11The Baker's Truck" in We Are Neighbors , Ginn & Co ., 1948 . Write 
telling the ways that Frisky and Tiny were alike. 
4 . VJrite a story telling how this baby squirrel and a 1 ittle child are 
alike. 
5. Find at least twenty words or phrases that describe something. 
6 . Pretend that Tiny could talk. Hrite a story telling what he said to 
his mother about his experiences. 
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UNIT III--NE~-J STORYBOOK FRIENDS 
Bi lly Groundhog Finds Spring 
1. The day before Mr. Groundhog woke .up, Mr. Caw Crow met some ducks and 
geese i n a meadow. Hr. Caw Crow said, nuave you seen Mr. Groundhog 
yet? 11 \\trite a story telling what each might have said and why they 
were wa i ting for the groundhog. 
2 . (Sensory images) Fi nd the line or lines on Page 104 that make us 
knm\1 that Billy Groundhog was not really wide awake. \'Trite them. 
Find and write the line or lines that tell us the following: 
Page 105 That Billy Groundhog was feeling disgusted. 
Page 105 That the turtle was amused. 
Page 106 That the woodpecker was surprised. 
Page 107 That Hr. Bluebird was very happy . 
Page 108 That Billy was finally satisfied. 
3 . vlrite a poem about spr i ng using as a first line if you wish: 
''Spring is here at last, ,, said Bluebird gay. 
4 . l'1ake a movie set of p i ctures of Billy 1 s travels looking for spring. 
5. Find seven contractions in the story. Write the contractions and the 
two words from which they were contracted. 
6 . Write a short story tell i ng what Billy might do after the end of the 
story \vhen he sees the joke. 
7 . Hake t\·10 columns on a piece of 1 ined paper. Head them See and Hear . 
List as many things as you can find in the story under each heading. 
8 . Go to the library and find other stories about groundhogs and the i r 
habits. (If library facilities are not available, get the book: 
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Snow, Dorothy. Come, Chucky, Come. Houghton Hifflin Co., 1952. 
Hrs. Goose Forgets 
1. Mrs. Goose made apple butter to be used in the >·7inter. Nake up a 
story about something unexpected that happened on a winter's day when 
Mrs. Goose \vas glad she had the apple butter to use. 
2. Draw a picture of Mrs . Goose singing in the schoolroom. Show the 
animal children putting their hands over their ears. 
3. Write a play about "Hrs. Goose Forgets • 11 How many characters will 
you need? l.fua t \voul d each one say? Hake mask faces for each 
character. 
4. Fold a lined paper in two columns. Head one Cool and the ~ther Cook. 
List as many \vords as you can find in the story with the oo sound you 
hear in each of these words. 
5. l•Jrite ten reasons why this is a make-believe story. 
6 . Hake up a story about another silly situation a scatterbrain like Hrs . 
Goose might get into. 
Everything There Is 
1. Write a poem about the goat using as the first two lines if you wish: 
Happy little, cur i ous little Tim, 
Thought he'd taste everything. 
2. Fold 12 x 18 drawing paper into four parts. In each box show something! 
I 
Johnny and Tim did when they were playing together. 
3. Put each of the words in the first column \vith one of the words in 
II 











4 . Hrite a story telling what happened when the ladies discovered their 
hats. 
5. Tim did many funny things. Hrite a story about something else that 
he might have done . 
6 . Hrite t~vo more titles for this stor y . 
The Old Woman's Hat 
1. List at least fifteen words from the story that have been made by 
adding an ending to a root word. Write the root word. Then make a 
new word by adding another ending to the root word. Do not use the 
same root word more than once. 
2 . Since Mrs . Wi se never did get t he basket of flowers to Hiss Ellen, 
dra\v a picture of a bouquet she might have brought . Make the pi c ture 
pretty enough for Miss Ellen to hang on t he wall. 





think gives the main idea of the page. Write the number of each 








(a) How Mrs. Wise usually looks. 
(b) What happened to Mrs. \tJ ise's hat. 
(c) \-1hy Mrs. Wise became sad. 
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(a) Why Mrs. Wise becomes happy again. 
(b) Hhere l'lrs . Wise decides to get a ne\-7 hat. 
(c) What Mrs . \•lise brings to Miss Ellen. 
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(a) Why Mr. Bright is going to town. 
(b) What happened when Mrs. Wise banged the gate. 
(c) Hhy Mr. Bright jumped up and down shouting. 
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(a) What happened to the animals . 
(b) What Mrs. Wise did with the basket of flowers. 
(c) How Mrs. Pig caught the pig. 
125 
(a) \>Ihat l"lrs. \-lise did with the pig. 
(b) What became of the basket. 
(c) What Miss Ellen thought the basket was . 
126 
(a) What Mrs. Wise discovers on her head. 
(b) tvhat other people will think of the basket. 






4. Urite a story telling where Mrs. Wise's hat was and hovJ it got there. 
5. i·Jrite a short story describing a beautiful hat--its size, color, 
trimming, and anything else you can think of that would make me see 
t h e hat. 
Little House Dances 
1. List all the things you can f i nd in this story that make you know i t 
is a make-believe story. 
2 . Hrite two more names for this story . 
3 . These sentences tell some of the thi ngs that happened in the story, 
but not in the correct order. Number your paper from one to seven. 
After each number write a letter so that you have put the events in 
t he correct order. 
(a) Little Neuse a'vakens to find her shoes and dress all dusty. 
(b ) Grandmother House comes to visit and tells Little Mouse to 
clean her house . 
(c) Little Mouse likes to dance most of the day. 
(d) Little House f i nds that it is better to work first and have 
fun afterwards. 
(e) Grandmother Mouse comes for a second visit to find that 
the house is still dusty and d i rty. 
(f) Little Mouse b9y s a beautiful red dress. 
(g) Little Mouse buys some pretty red shoes to match her dress . 
(1-c; 2-b; 3-f; 4-e; 5-g; 6-a; 7-d.) I 
•I 
4 . Hrite a poem about housework using a s a first line: Cleaning house 
can be fun. 
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The Little Engine 
1. Write a story telling what happened to this little engine after the 
story is over. 
2 . Hake a movie set of pictures showing the process of wheat to flour to 
bread to us. 
3 . In one sentence >vr i te the 1 es son that is 1 earned from this story. 
4 . Using boxes and s pools make a train. Pa int it to look like the train 
that '1thought it could. 11 
5 . For each page of the story there is a sentence giving the main idea . 
Under each main idea write some of the less important th i ngs that 
happen on the page . The first one is done for you to give you the 
idea of ho•• to complete t his exercise. 
A. The farmer brings his wheat to the station. 
1. He f ill s the cars. 
2 . He asks the cars to take the wheat to the city. 
3 . The cars need an engine to pul l them. 





(' The wheat must 


















The Easter Rabbit 
1. Put each of the words in t he first column with a word in the second 









2 . Draw a picture, on 9 x 12 .paper , of a fairy. Hake her very, very 
beautiful. Paste the picture on cardboard and cut it up to make a 
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j ig-savJ puzzle for the other children to enjoy. 
3 . Hrite a poem about the lesson learned in this story us i ng as the first 
two lines: 
You never get things by crying 
So always be happy and gay. 
4. On 1 2 x 18 paper draw a scene showing the Easter Bunny hiding eggs 
near a house where some children live. (If the children know about 
the Easter Egg Roll at the \fuite House, have them draw that with the 
Easter Bunny. ) 
5. Write at least five words to describe the Easter Bunny at the beginning 
of the story and five f or the end. 
6 . List at least ten long "e n words and ten short 11 e 11 words in the story. 
7. If a fairy could make you into anything you wished, what would you 
choose to be '! Drav7 yourself before and after the fairy changed you. 
Wr i te a story telling about it. 
8. Read another story about an Easter Bunny and tell it to the class. 
(E.g., Friedrich, Priscilla . The Easter Bunny That Overslept. 
Lothrop, 1957.) 
Second Helpings 
1. Hrite all the things in the story that could never happen. 
2. List all the words or phrases in the story that tell \.Jhere. 
3 . Write all the '"ords you can think of that tell how the people look in . 
t he picture on Page 149. 
4. Fold a paper in four columns. Head them See, Hear, Taste, and Smell. 




each heading . 
5. In a short story \vrite \vhy "Second Helpings 1' is a better name for the 
story than 11Upside-Down Cake." 
6. Draw a picture of yourself and your family eating dinner upside down. 
Hr. Hurry Changes Things 
1. Read "S illy Jack" in He Are Neighbors, Ginn & Co., 1948. Hrite telling 
in what ways both sto~ies are alike. 
2 . Pretend that this machine could talk. \\!rite a story telling how it 
felt during and after the adventure. 
3. Find at least ten words in the story that have been made by adding an 
ending to the root word. Hrite them in one column. Hrite the root 
word in another column. In a third column, write another word using 
the same root word. 
4. Hake a list of at least ten one-syllable words , ten two-syllable words, , 
and as many three-syllable words as you can find. 
5. ~vrite a different ending to the story, starting at the top of Page 158.
1 
after all the people come rushing up to Nr . Hurry. Make believe l1 
everbody wants his own belongings back again. Tell hmv Mr . Hurry 
got them back again. 
6 . Hrite telling why you liked this story or why you did not like it . 
I 
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UNIT IV--FRIENDS AT WORK 
The Two Workmen 
1. Write about five things that Mr. Brown and Jay could have fixed on a 
rainy day. \'lrite about five things they could have fixed on a sunny 
day outs ide. 
2 . Write as many words as you can think of to tell how J ay felt when he 
was able to be so helpful. 
3. Hrite a story telling about the first thing Jay might have made w·ith 
his ne-.;v tools. 
4 . Draw a picture of yourself helping your father or mother do something. 
5. Put each of the words in the first column with one of the words in t he 
second colwnn to make a compound word found in the story. Use each 
of the words in the first column with some other different words to 
make other compound words. 








6. Draw and label as many kinds of tools as you can. For each one write 




Molly Plays a Joke 
1 . \<Tr ite f'our sentences telling what the boys are thinking on Page 166 
while Holly keeps talking to them about how she . could help . 
2. Hrite telling how the boys f'elt about Molly at the end of' the story. 
3. Hake believe that Molly decided to get Betty and Ann to come over to 
her house and make something with the boards and boxes that the 
grocer gave her. Hrite a story telling what they might make. 
4. Write a story telling why the boys were determined to f'inish by noon. 
5. Draw a picture showing some activity that the boys may have using 
their house. Paste the picture on cardboard and cut it up f'or a 
jig-saw puzzle. 
Aunt Susan's Clock 
1. '\fr i te another name f'or this story. 
2. Tell how much time the children have to wait f'or the surprise to be 
ready. (Forty-f'ive minutes) 
3. Write at least f'our sentences telling what you would have suggested 
doing to pass the time away until the surprise was ready. Hake believe 
you are Tom or Nancy , and have your story written as if' Tom or Nancy 
were talking. 
4. Write a thank-you note to Aunt Susan from Tom, Nancy and Jack. Use 
some pictures instead of words as the children have done in some of' 
the stor i es we have read. 
5. Hrite a poem about helping using as a f'irst line if you wish: ~~'hen 
you are busy, time f'lies f'ast. 
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The Errand Girl 
1. Make up three arithmetic problems from this story: 
(a) One to find out how much money Holly got to take to the 
store with her . 
(b) One to find out how much money Molly spent. 
(c) One to find out how much money Molly had for change. 
2. Hake believe Molly meets Betty on the way to the store. Betty asks 
her to go to the playground \vith her. Holly forgets that she has 
errands to do and goes along with Betty. Write a story telling what 
happened. 
3. vlrite all the words or phrases from the story that tell where . 
4 . ~mke a movie of Molly ' s travels from beginning to end. Carry it be-
yond the end of the story. 
5. 1-Jrite a story telling what Nally will talk about when she gets home . 
~·Jrite it as if you were Holly and were really talking. 
6. Hrite a story pretending that you are that one pin on the grocery 
floor. Tell how you got there and to \vhom you belonged. 
The Birthday Present 
1. 1:·1ake believe you are the old turtle on Page 18 3. Hr ite a story telling 
what you might be saying or thinking tvhen Tom and Susan stop by the 
pond. 
2 . }-lake up ttvo arithmetic problems using numbers from this story. 
3. Hrite a story telling about Nancy buying a present for father. Tell 
hovl she earned the money and what she bought . 
4. Put the following words from the story in alphabetical order: 
~-~ 
pointed at candy birthday 
keep woodpecker Sam everybody 
waiting riding grocery rest 
buzzing lazy angry happened 
father forgot excited vines 
Tom day squawk over 
men very hurting come 
into out not get 
people nickels I 'm detour 
truck left made you 
5 . Draw a picture showi ng \vhat happens right after the story ends. 
6 . \>Trite a story telling how Tom decided on that particular birthday 
present. 
The New Teacher 
1 . Look at the pictures of Miss Young on Pages 190 and 192. Draw a 
picture of her. 
2 . Draw a picture of your teacher. 
3. Hrite a story about something that happened on Oak Street after all 
the ch i ldren left for school that first day . 
4. Wri te a poem about the f irst day of school using as a first line if 
you wish: The first day of school is always such fun. 
5. I'Jrite a story telling what you like to do best in school and v1hy. 
6 . Make a movie set of pictures showing a school day. 
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Jay 1 s Pumpkin 
1. VJrite a story telling what Jay did with the big pumpkin. If' you think 
he let Hr. Green buy it, tell how much he got f'or it and "t>~hat he did 
Hith the money. 
2. Hake believe you are the pumpkin in Mr. Green ' s yard . \-Trite a story 
telling what you may have been thinking about as you grew larger on 
the other side of' the f'ence. Maybe you could peek through the f'ence 
grow there. 
4. Draw a picture of' that Hallmveen evening showing Jack using his 
pumpkin f'or a jack-o ' -lantern . 
5 . vJrite all the words or phrases f'rom the story that tell when . 
6. liJrite a poem about pumpkins using as a f'irst line if' you "t-Iish : 
Pumpkins are good f'or so many things . 
The Christmas Sled 
1. r1ake believe the rain stopped in the f'irst part of' the star~ and 
Betty decided to take Jane outside to play until Mother got dinner 
ready. Write a story telling what happened. 
2. Write a story telling what happened in the af'ternoon when Betty went 
sliding. 




4. List at least twenty words from the story that describe something. 
5. Draw a picture of something different for each season that Betty 
mi ght use as a grocery truck. 
6 . Write ten or more words that describe the kind of person Betty is. 
Underline those that would apply to you. 
90 
UNIT V--OLD STORYBOOK FRIENDS 
Hhy the Bear Has a Short Tail 
1. ~·Jrite two sentences to show two different meanings for each of these 
words : string, part, mean, and time. 
2. Write as many reasons as you can why this is a f'airy story. 
3. Some of the following words are in the story and some are not. Put 
them al l in alphabetical order. 
mouth very earth double 
easy stir away vest 
remember vegetable . stable down 
kite globe strange awning 
behind glide rent awful 
quack eating kind reason 
mother question beestvax glad 
quiet don't most bear 
4. Read this story and tell it to the class: Herner, Jane. True Story 
of Smokey the Bear . Simon & Schuster , Inc., 1955. 
The J.IIan Who Kept House 
1. Make nine columns on a piece of lined paper . Put these words at the 
top of each column: date, chair, short ' 'a" , fine, flies, short ' 1i", 
here, cheap, short "e". From the story find and list ten long "a !l , 
ten short 11a ", ten long " i", ten short 11 i", ten long 11e", and ten 
short 11e 11 words. t.Jhen you list the long vowel words, put them in the 
column that has a long vowel following the same rule. 
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2. Fold a paper into four columns. Head each column as follows: See, 
Hear, Touch, Smell . \.J'rite as many words or phnases from the story as 
you can for each column. 
3. Follmving is a 1 ist of events that happened in the story, but they 
are not in the correct order. Number your paper from one to ten. 
Beside each number put a letter so that the events mentioned will be 
in the right order. 
(1-c; 
(a) The wife hears a lot of noise. 
(b) The baby gets lost and the pig tips over the churn full 
of cream. 
(c) The man tells his wife her work is easy. 
(d) She rushes to take care of things. 
(e) The man spills the cream himself while he gets water for 
the cow. 
(f) The man decides to put the cmv on the roof to graze . 
(g) The man never tries to keep house again. 
(h) The man and wife exchange jobs. 
(i) The man ties the cow to himself, but the cow falls off the 
roof and pulls the man part way up the chimney. 
(j) The man puts water on to boil for the porridge. 
2-h; 3-b; 4-e; 5-f; 6-j; 7-i; 8-a; 9-d; 10-g.) 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff 
1 . From the story list twenty ~mrds with added endings. Write these 
words and the root word. Write another word using the same root word . • 





following words: stamp, gobble, while, horn, and bang. 
3 . Look up information on 11 Goats and Kids 11 in True Nature Series Book 9 
by the editors of Britannica Junior, 1946 . Make a report to the class. 
4 . Read another goat story and tell it to the class. (E.g., Thomas, 
Ruth. Brush Goat, Uilk Goat, Sterling, 1957 .) 
The First Woodpecker 
1. Find twenty ~vords in the story with the vo~vel "o " . List them in 
columns with these headings: long 11oll, short "o" , "or " sound, "oo 11 
a s in cool, 11oo ' ' as in book, 11owtr as in how, and 11 ow " as in low. 
2 . Hrite eleven words from the story that have any of the following 
end i ngs: ly, en, er, est. 
3. Look up information on the eating and nesting habits of the wood-
peeker. Make a report to the class. 
4. Put a word from the first column with a word from the second column 
to make a compound word found in the story. Put another word with 











A Home in the Wild Woods 
1. Fold a paper in three columns. Head them See, Hear, and Feel. 
Write as many words or phrases from the story as you can in each 
column. 





























3. Make fifty words from the letters in the name of this book, 
More Friends and Neighbors. 
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Skill: Rereading to Locate Specific Information 
Fill in the spaces in the puzzle below by writing the word which 
best answers the descriptions on the next page. The numbers of the 
sentences tell you where to put the word in the puzzle, and the page 
numbers tell you where to look for help in the book. 
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1. The kind of man who asked the woman for a bite of cake--Page 22 3. 
(strange) 
2. ~Jhere the bear hung his tail--Page 208. (river) 
3. vlho must work when the animals go to the woods to live--Page 230. 
(everybody) 
4. Hhat the bad animals did to t he scared wolf--Page 235. (caught) 
5. Hhat the man \vas going to make when it was time for his wife to come 
home-- Page 214 . (porridge) 
6 . Where the man dropped the rope--Page 215. (chimney) 
7 . What the man did to the woman 1 s apron, cap, and dress--Page 227. 
(changed) 
8 . How the man felt when he spilled the cream out of the churn-- Page 213 . 
(angry) 
9. \\There the man looked for the baby- - Page 211. 




Skill: Perceiving Relationships, Cause--Effect 
Hhy the Bear Has a Short Tail 
1. The bear wanted to find out where the fox caught the fish because 
(he was hungry.) 
2. The fox wanted to fool the bear because 
(he did not want the bear to know that he had not 
caught the fish himself.) 
3. The fox told the bear to put his tail through the hole in the ice and 
stay quiet for a long time because 
(he wanted to play a mean trick on the bear.) 
4. The bear sat very still for a long time with his tail in the water 
even though it was stinging and hurting because 
(he thought the fish had started to bite.) 
5. Only a small part of the bear ' s tail came out when he gave a strong 
pull because (most of his tail 
\vas caught in the ice.) 
The Man Who Kept House 
1. The man wanted to stay home and do the housework because 
(he thought his work was too hard.) 
2. His wife decided to change work with her husband because 
(she wanted to show him that her work 
wasn't so easy.) 
97 
98 
3. The man had a great deal of trouble trying to do the housework 
because (he did not know how 
to take care of so many things at once.) 
4. The wife never went out to do the farm work again because 
(the farmer found out that keeping house 
was not so easy.) 
------
Skill: Making Comparisons 
Hhy the Bear Has a Short Tail 
Read "The Old \-loman and the Fox" in We Are Neighbors, Ginn & Co., 
1948. 
1. In what way are the two stories alike ? (In each a fox played a mean 
trick . ) 
2 . \.J"hat simi lar experience did the bear in one story and the fox in the 
other story have? (Both had their tails changed from that day to 
this.) 
The Man Hho Kept House 
Read "Room Enough n in On l-Je Go, Houghton Mifflin Co., 1949. 
Hm·7 were the men in each story alike? (Both did many fool ish things 
before they found out that they were well off in the first place.) 
Read 11Roly Poly" in Just for Fun, Lyons & Carnahan, 1949. 
Think about Roly Poly and the farmer in "The Man Hho Kept House." 
Uhat lesson did each learn? (It is better to be what you are meant to 
be than to try to be something else.) 
The First ~ioodpecker 
Read ns tone Soup" in We Are Neighbors, Ginn & Co., 1948. 
Compare the t~vo old women. How were they al i ke? (They were both 
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mean and selfish.) 
A Home in the Wild Woods 
Read "The Animals Want a Home n in Down Our Way, Lyons & Carnahan, 
1954. 
1. Compare the end of each story. How did the animals in each story 
end up? (By living happily together.) 
2. What did each group of animals show us? (That if a group works 
together for the good of all, everybody will benefit.) 
I' 
Skill: Memory Based on Sensory Image and Association 
In which of the stories in Unit Five, "Old Storybook Friends,fl. did 
each of the following happen? Look in the index and number the stories 
1, 2, 3, 4 , and 5. Put the correct number in front of each sentence to 
indicate which story it is found in. 
(2) 1. The man found the baby playing in a boat by the river. 
(1) 2 . The water seemed to get colder and coider. 
(5) 3 . All the animals made the loudest squawks and squeals ever 
heard in the wild woods. 
(4) 4. 1be woman became smaller and smaller and smaller. 
( 3) 5. 11 1 am going to the hill to make myself fat. " 
(4) 6 . Ever since there have been birds with red cap s and whi te 
aprons. 
(1) 7. Ever since all bears on earth have had short tails. 
(3) ··,s. "I 've been hiding since morning waiting for you." 
(5) 9. The wolf had such a bad scare that he ran home as fast as h e 
could. 
(2) 10 . At that very second the wife heard a loud splash inside the 
house. 
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Skills: Structural Analysis 
Recognizing ~ and ~ Variants 
On the right is a column of words ending in ~ and ~· Choose one 
of t he words for each blank space in the story. Read the sentence 
carefully to be sure you pick out a word that makes sense . There are 
more \-lords than you need so you will not use all of them. 
One ----~<-1~) ___ day the children were trying 
very hard to amuse themselves. They ( 2) 
had to think up things to doJ but today nothing 
seemed to make them happy. 
They vJere (3) \vith the children next ---~~-
door) so they called them over to play . (4) 
someone thought of a __ (>..;..5-<-) __ good idea. Maybe 
Mother would let them cook . 
They ·Hent (6) to the kitchen to find 
her . She vJas not t here so they went through the 
house calling (7) Soon she answered from 
the yard. 
~·Then they --~(8~) ___ asked about doing some 
cook ing) she replied (9) that she woul d be ---~.<..---
(10) surprised if they could make something 
nice . for lunch . 
(11) they took out the cookbook . They 
turned the pages -~<1::..2~) ___ trying to decide what 







rarely ( 2 ) 
pleasantly (10) 
jumpy 











(14) Hother ~vould be pleased with that and 
_ ___,_.;;;_;_,<..__ 
they would --~<~1~5~) ___ do the work so they could 
have the pleasure of eating them. 
(1 6 ) they put the necessary things 
---->.;;:...;...L-_ 
together and (17) popped the cakes into the -~;:;..;;.."--
oven . ,Jhile the cupcakes were baking, the children 
walked --~(.;.;.l -'-8L) ___ around the kitchen so no sudden 
jarring would affect the cakes . ( 19 ) t hey 
found that in their haste they had made a very 
( 20) kitchen. But some --~=~- (21) things 
had happened and they were feeling happier now . 
So t hey went _ __,(.;;;2.;;;2..<.) __ about the kitchen making 
it (23) again . 
- ---lo="---
Now the kitchen began to smell l ike a 
( 24) When the cupcakes \vere _ __,(.;;;2..::c5.L) __ , 
the children could _ __,.(.::;;2-'-6-'-) ___ \vait to ge t them 
frosted . 
t ether helped them make some (27) sand-
---'-_;;_;_"---
\•7iches for their l unch . But be cau s e they were so 
hungry and so anxious to get at the cupcakes, they 
ate rather (28) 
After lunch the children were not so restless. 
They played together -~(=2~9~) _ _ and the day ended 




funny ( 21) 
surely (14) 
sensibly 
lightly (1 8 ) 
messy (20) 
unfortunately (19) 




hardly ( 26 ) 
bakery (24) 
order~y . (23) 












Skill: Drawing Conclusions 
Read the story. Draw a line under the ending that seems right for 
the story. 
It was a long afternoon. The girls didn't know what to do with 
themselves. They thought about several things, but none of them seemed 
the right thing. Finally, Alice suggested that they play school. So 
they gathered the necessary things and went out to Alice's playhouse. 
Later when her mother came out, she found Alice sitting down writing a 
story. ~lliry was drawing a picture. Ann was giving directions. They 
seemed quite content. Mother knew that 
Alice was the teacher. 
~~ry was the teacher. 
Ann \'las the teacher. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------
John and Tom decided that they would spend Saturday at their favorite 
fishing spot. They packed a lunch, got their fishing equipment, and 
\\lent off for the day. 
f~ter they had been there for quite some time, John pulled in his 
line quickly and called, "Oh, Tom. Did you ever see such a big one ? 
Isn't it a beauty?" 
He hurriedly picked up his things and started home because 
he wanted to fish some more. 




he wanted his lunch. 
----------------------------------------------- ---------- ---------------
One warm summer morning Nancy and her friends were playing in the 
yard. They were hot and uncomfortable and had had several squabbles. 
At last her mother came out of the house with a book in her hand. 
She said, "Come, children. Let ' s sit under the tree. I think it 
will be better for you to cool off in the shade for a while . I will 
scold you for not playing nicely together . 11 
read you a story . 11 
send all of you home and take Nancy in the house . u 
An airplane was flying very l ow over the playground . Many children 
were playing there. They watched as the pilot dipped down and then 
circled around over the treetops . He came in low over the playground 
several times. Finally, one of the bigger boys led all of the children 
to the very edge of the playground because he knew 
the airplane would soon fly high in the air. 
the pilot wanted to make an emergency landing . 
the pilot wanted to frighten the children. 
Some little Indian boys were racing through the woods. They had 
been playing their Indian games for some time, and now they were try i ng 
to see who was as fast as a deer. Suddenly they heard some strange 
noises. They stopped and listened. Then they crept quietly in the 





through the thick forest, they turned and darted to·ward home because 
they wanted to play some more games. 
they wanted to help the soldiers. 
they wanted to warn their families. 
The boys had spent many days making little racing cars. On the next 
Saturday there would be a Soap Box Derby. They worked and worked. Each 
boy kept his car in his cellar so no one would see tvhat he vias doing. 
Each boy made many trips here and there gathering materials for his 
racer. None of the boys would tell the others how he was making his car. 
Each boy hoped that 
someone else v10uld \vin the race. 
his car would break dmvn. 
he would win the race. 
Skills: Interpreting the ~fuin Idea 
Memory Based on Sequence 
Read the story. Try to remember what is happening in each part. 
After you have read the story, read the sentences at the end . Draw a 
line from each number to the sentence that tells what happened first, 
second, third, fourth, and las t . 
The Story of Vaccination 
Have you ever wondered \vhy you have to be vaccinated before you can 
come to school? 
11any years ago there was a terrible disease called Smallpox. There 
was no cure for it, and if one person in a town got it, almost everyone 
else in the town got it. Many people who had Smallpox died and those who 
lived were left with very bad scars all over their faces and bodies . 
This disease had been known for hundreds of years all over the world 
and was the most dreaded of all diseases . 
In England there lived a doctor named Dr. Jenner. He lived in a 
place where there had been a great deal of Smallpox . So he began to 
study this disease. He noticed that Smallpox was something like a disease 
that cows had, called Cowpox . He also noticed that girls who milked the 
cows and worked in the dairies did no t get Smallpox if they had had Cowpox . 
So he tried an experiment. He injected s ome Cowpox germs into a 
little boy and later injected some Smallpox germs into him. The boy did 
not get Smallpox . He tried the same experiment on h i s· o't-m son and found 
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that if a person had had Cowpox which was not very bad, he would not get 
the most terrible of all diseases, Smallpox. 
At first, people did not believe in his experiments and he had a hard 
time getting them to be vaccinated . But , finally , when the disease was 
vaccinated. That is why we hardly ever hear of Smallpox, although they 
still have it in some places . 
That is why you have to be vaccinated before you come to school. 
------------------------------------------------ ----------------------- -
Dr . Jenner injected some Co~~ox germs into 
a little boy. 
1. 
There was so much Smallpox in England that 
Dr . Jenner decided to study it to see if 
2. he could find a way to stop it . 
Smallpox was once the worst disease in the 
3. 
Now many people are vaccinated so we hardly 
4. ever hear of Smallpox. 
Dr. Jenner noticed that the dairymaids who 
5 . had had Cowpox never got Smallpox. 
CHAPTER V 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY 
The writers believe that such a group of lessons as have been set 
forth in this thesis designed toward the development of creativity and 
the mastery of skills by the gifted child in the regular classroom 
should be written for all the primary grades and for all basic reading 
series used in these grades. This would prepare the gifted child so 
that he might enter the Junior High School with an established pattern 
of creative thought and a good command of the skills taught, thus 
enabling him to apply his efforts to the fullest extent of his capacity. 
Further, an enrichment program should be planned at the Junior High 
School level and beyond. This would alleviate any possibility that 
the gifted child might be held down once he .leaves the Elementary 
School. Enrichment programs could be developed at all grades in such 
subjects as arithmetic, spelling, language, science and social studies. 
While many teachers do not have the time to prepare such work for the 
gifted child, they would use it to excellent advantage if it were 
available. It is felt that enrichment programs in science and social 
studies, especially, would provide challenge, interest, and motivation 
for the gifted child in the regular classroom. Work in such program 
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